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ETICATION AND PROSPERITY 13

The main business of all good people is- to preserve and.
increase the prosperity of the human race; that is the business
also of every school teacher. Prosperity cannot exist’without
wealth-- material,, intellectual,, and spiritual wealth,.and wealth
in turn is derived from all the available and usable resources
of the community. Civilization itself is only a product of
wealth,. in this larger sensé. The schoolmasters concern is to

help prcduce wealth.

Rescurces that Constitute the Earth's Wealth

There are o great resocurces that produce wealth and
determine prosperitvand make a civilizaticn; first,. the natural
resources: of the soil, water, mountains and the air;; and the
animate kingdam cf plants and bea;-té, which derive their support
from the earth. Second, the inborn capacity of man, his nate
ural, limitless fitness for develcpment to use the physical re-

scurces of the universe for the good of humanity.

How Resources Eecome Active

These twe great classes of rescurces, upon which our proe
sperity depends, are brought into life only when itelligent man
begins deliberately to enlarge his own capacity and develop his
own uderstanding,.by instituting a process of discovering, using
and teaching truth for man's needs and wants. Unless this be
done, the physical cor human resources are valueless;: they are
as if dead.. In short, our wealth and prosperity, ocur Boasted.

civilization flow from discovered truth made alive by use.. This

is educaticn.
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For example; in the physics laboratory of the University
of Copenhagen, nearly 100 years ago, Prof..Cerstedt held,.over the
needle of a compass; a wire through which flowed a current of
electricity;. The needle swerved quickly to one silde, ‘and was.
held outcf its.nomal position.. This observaidm, persistently
followed, gave us the electric dynamo and the power and light
_ that we now derive from the electiic current, and the whole elect-
t rical ages The dye-stuff known as indigo,, perhaps the oldest
and the best known in the world, was.for generations derived fram

plant substancescat great coste. About 756 years-ago thechemlst,
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von Bayer; by the study of the substances found in coal tar,,
succeeded in making indigo artificially, and a new era in the
manufacture and use of dyes was- inaugurateds.

Brigham Young and.hisccompany of ploneers entered a wilder-
ness, , forsaken even Ly the trappers, who had cleared the mink
and the beaver from the Western streams.. The scattered bands.

f of Indians were of such low degree that memory does not care to
P dwell upon them.. Nevertheless, within theboundaries of our
State,,lay at that time, as today, Vast deposits. of coal and
iren,. gold and silver, copper and zinc,. salt and gypsum,, and the
thousind other things with which nature has endowed this State..
The wwaters of the rivers flowed no less freely than they do to-
day, andthe land possessed the same intrinsic fertility.. It.
reguired intelligent man, with a passion for searching ocut truth
to be used.for his good,. to conguer Utah and to make her a not.
able part of the civilized world.

Meaning of Education

Discover the rescurcesof earth and man, and use them,,and




from chaos is won a edviliZation;: discover, and teach truth,
and the instituticn known as education is established to be
the first handmaid of civiliZation. Educ ation has no higher
ideal than serve inﬁestablishing man's greatest happiness. Edu-
caticn, in this large csense conditions the future success of the
world.. Should man, even for a few years, cease to search ocut
and teach the truth of thingsaaterial, intellectual, and spir-
itual, he would begin his return ﬁo the wilaefness. Let man
continue forever to discover truth and to use it, and the human
race will surcly move into the day of the supermialls. Education,,
in or out of schools,.is the rrime condition of human advance-
ment. The degree of any civiliaation may be measured by its

support of correct education..

Mconey Value of Educaticn

While thehighest value of educatiocn lies.in the subtile
fields of the mind and spirit,.yet education has distinct money
value to a people.. Many illustraticns to this effect mighﬁ
be guoted. Thousands of acres of arable Utah land, ylelded
for many years small.corps, and other thousands of acres were
untcuched, until new truth was-applied to Uteh lands. The
crop yislds were then dcubled or trebled;:new acres brought
under cultivation;; $héfirrigatian'waters were made to serve
two or three times ‘the old acreage simply because men who had
set out to master fundamental truths concerning natural rescurces
had gained a new control cver agricultural condlitions.. The
money value that has resulted for the educaticn of the people

concerning the agricultural pocsibilities of the State can be
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measured only by millions of dollars. Within easy memory, only
ores containing 10 to 15 per cent of ‘copper could be mined and
smelted profitaily. Any thing containing less was thrown on
the dump. But, man, searching for truth, acquired mastery
over copper and the substances assoclated with it, until today,
across this valley, a wonder cof the world has been constructed,
which extracts with great material profit, copper from ore con-
tainirg not to exceed two per cent of the metal. The wealth
that thus has been added to the State (roves educaticn a most
profitable businesse..

Moreover, by the general enlightenment of the whcle people,
exceptional talents are discovered which devise the great steps
of human Progress. gducation in Utah, as in every other State,
has paid for itself over and orer again. It is a Stete necessity--
to be fostered and encouraged and supported to the full. Edu-
cation is not the schoolmaster's business, it is the business of

the entire people.

Effect of Educational Leadership

If, as sald by statisticians, Utah leads many other states
in educational endeavor, it simply means that Utah, will in time
lead many of the States in human achievements of material, intel-
lectual, and spiritual character, for the effect follows the

cause, as day follows day.

Causes of Increased Cost of Education

Just now the State stands befcore the conception anci adcpe
tion of State programs. It will be found that all educational




activities cost more than ever befcre.. The people, education-
loving and genercus are not disposed to yield up an educational
advantage,, but they ask for the real cause of the increased cost

of education. Let me enumerate tne five great causes which today

affect every school from kindergarten tc university, especially

nigher education: . | |
First. The appreciation of the value of education in the

making of man and his civilization, has grown to such degree

that the increased attendance at all instituticns of learning is

far beyond the largest estimates upon which school revenues are

based.. :

Seccnd. Students no longer take subjects, most common
3 a. few years ago, and of a relatively inexpensive character.
High school graduates come 1O the university with their future
careers selected,,and they demand from the Freshman 1o the Sen-
ior year, instructicn in technical. subjects leading 1o thelr
1ife vocaticns.. The necessary work in laboratories and shops
adds tremendously to the cost cf instruction.

Thirde During these abnormal days, the cost of everything
has increased tremendously. Teachers must be paid better to
live decently,, and supplies and equipment, maintenance of builld-
ings and grounds, fuel and janltorial service,. and all such things,
cost more than in thepast.

Fourth,, We have produced in this country a generation of
fathers and mothers, like yourselves, who have tasted of the joys
and benefits of education, and who are determined that their
_ onildren shall share in these joys, and who declare that they,

; _ themselves,, (engaged in the office or household) shall also have

some advantage by way of assistance from the schools in keeping

up with the progress of the world and in gaining new informationn
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concerning their life's work.. Demands for instructicn Dy e€X-

tension are increasing so rapidly that it is difficult indeed
for the layman to undérstand the increased financial pressure
which it brings to educational instituticns.

Fif*‘. It has béeen clearly shown only when the possib-
ilitiescof the earth are searched out by intelligent man shall
we secure for the human race the comforts that it desires. Ed-
ucational institutions are expected to increase the sum of Iuman

knowledgs by sincere and continous scientific research. This
also carries with it great increasing financlal cbligations.
Utah is greatly in need ¢f scientific studies of its possibilite
jes. It may be noted that all of these five great groups of
causes of the increased cost ¢f education are results of the
demands of the people,, or of economic‘conditions wholly beyond
the control of the schéolmaster. It is for the people to decide
what shall be done with the schools.. Ifthey are © e maintained
they must be supported so that they can do first class. work.Qur

children are entitled to that.

The University of Utah

May I say that the conditions of ﬁhe University of Utah are:
typical of the present conditions of most institutions of higher
learning.. Puring thelast half decade, the college attendance
has- increased nearly €0% (fram about 1000 to nearly 1800); the
numper of extension students has quadrupled;(from about 650 to

about 2500): the attendance in the Bummer School and other div-

isions has increased,,and all other activities have expanded great-

1y.
Meanwhile the income has barely kept pace with the increase

in college students. In other words;, the per capita.cost of in-




struction at the University of Utah is practically the same or
less than it was five years ggo , under much egsier conditions.
This has placed restrictlons upon the university which are wholly
mcompat.a.ble with good teaching and research.. The reguestss
made of the caming legislature are modest, but will determine

the future of the Institution.. |

The University has wonderful possibilities of servive to ;
the Stabe;: its: prosperity will always be a safe indication of'
the souni.conditions of the 8tate of Utah. To build this
great institution we shall need good will and assistance, from k.
the coming leg'islat.ure. and from sessions of the future..

I have no fear of the future of the University of Utah if
the people understand the work that it is doing. The needs
that must be met for the welfare of the Instituticn, I am sure
the people will gladly mecte. Meanwhile, friends must know the
condition and needs of the University and. speak the words:of |
explanapion to all who are unulfomed.




