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COLLZGe TiAINING AND THE %AR,

The Great 'Yar has brought about a new appreciation of the
value of college training. 1t igs lixely that, as a result of the
éxperiences through which we are now going, the aids that modern
civilization has provided for man's advancement, will be held in
higher eetsem than tefore. |

The operatisna o7 thie war, fearful in the destruction of 1ife
and property reet upon the anplications of the fgreat natural laws,
which during the last few generatisng have baen discovered and
taught in academic halls, Out of the d4in and confuaion of the war
comes the testimony of the greatneas of man's intellectunal conquest
of tho earth and all that pertains to it.

Today, after we nave been in the war a 1ittle rmore than one
year, the War Department has inatituted a nation-~wide campaign to
urge upon the young men and women of the country,~high school
training, to enter uvon college courses, and to make it possible
for those who are in college, especi2lly those who are studying

subjects of importance in warfare, to continue their studies unti]

they graduate. There can be no finer evidence of the necessity
of the trained aind in big human affairs than this anpnenl of the
War Deparfment at the Present time,

However, 1f it be true that the war is heing Lought out along
lines of intellectual power, it muet come hame 1o every teacher
and to every inetitution of learning, whether it be of high or low
degree, ‘hat now is the time to shape and to eshape our academic
ideala, 30 that our oountry may be more larg:{; served in its
great estrugsle for human freedom, A new sincerity and a new seri-
oueness must enter into our educational eforts; for only sincére

and serious men are going to win the battles against the 3ril

forces that false ideals and disnhonast tsachings have 1303sed upon
the earth,.
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This is not a time for school men te adhere too closely to
the methods of the past. Whatever is good and of present value,

should, of course, be kept; but there should be no hesitation te

lay aside, at least for the present, and possible forever, that
which does not bear a vital relationship to the needs of the race.

Uﬁdnubtedly the war will compel us to lay aside, temporarily, some

.
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! of the subjects of in#truction that deal most directly with the

gpirit of things; for only with material aids directly can the war
te won. Therefore, engineering, medicine, chemistry, physics,
manufacturing, commerce, agriculture, and human nutrition must be
dignified beyond any old measure. _

Yet, be it also remembered that each one of these applied
professions will be used at this time as never bet'ore, in the int-
erests of a great cause, backed by great spiritual world needs, and

.that each one of these applied professions will be transformed
because of the new soul that will be given to it, as it is applied
in the securing of a full and permanent freedom for the children

of men. It may be that the great duty of the colleges in this day
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is to make all subjects in the curriculum spiritually alive, in
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that they are made to take their places whether in war or peace in
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earrying out a program for liberty, without which a man cannot
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nise to heights of greatness,

Thie thought also justifies, in and cof iteelf, the variety
of war service to which the colleges are now giving themselves}
military training, the Red Croes work, Hoover lectures, carfng for
the soldier boys, sending out information bearing on the issues

and the progress of the war, and the many other incidental activ-

itiee in which the colleges are engaged,




! I | |'l 48
ed=

L

Thatever may be the direction of the activity of any partioulde

institution, thi.s sne thought must remain uppermost in the minds

of students, faculty, and trustees, that when our country is at

war, every institution of that country must also be in the war,

and must contribute direutly to the present need, All must be sac=-
rifised if needs ba, that a righteous victory may be ours, Whate

aver institution fails in t:n_in.fha_ it a state, or private insti-
tution, is a slackar and disloyal to the land which harbore it.





