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Freedom of Speech. Second Part.
Free Speech and Society.
The idea exists, 'that in a free country, where free sSpeech

is permitted, a person may say anything ne chooses, This 18
entirely without rfommdation. Society s more important than the
ind4ivideal. Ir a person desires to cnare in commmity lite, he
must obey tne recuirements or society. If wnwilling vo do This,
ne should move to sonme isolated spot, Where his umlovely speech
may be addressed to the clonds and the Ttrees. Socioety has Tor-
mulated laws respecting free specch, which *mét be obeyeds “uch
laws are necessary, ror it 18 am important that free sneech
comply with the needs o0 society as with the needs of the indiv-
14;::&.1. True Ireedom ocomes only by obedience to the lawe that Surr-
ound us.

Tue laws or society declare that slanderous words must
not be uttered. Soclety has no use Tor the character assasin,
Society surther declares that linel cammot be vrtered without
endangering tne whole or society, and That libelous words will be
puniched. lHoreover, in a country where free speech 1s nermitted,
a man carmot approach his meiphbor and heap words or aonse upon
hinm without endangering his own Treedom. A man mmat 4in all things
be respectinl To his Tellow men. He ™mst speak the truth to them,
gently and rindly, i he speaxs at all. 'oreover, a person muat
80 guard hi: tongme a8 T~ any nothing that will disturd the
peace, or that will pive offence because 0% vulparity or blas-
phemy, Our speech must be used in accordance with the lepal
gtatvtes oI the land.

Unfortunately, however, society has not ma'e punishable by
law all the evils erforts of the wagring tongues Tnere are things
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. The habit of whispcring in company i3 bad form. IF secrets
mh -m.n; They shonld@ de whispered vhon The two are alone,
# not in the prasence of othors, Society demonds, moreover,
'ﬁ .ﬁ eonversation no person shall interrupt smother. II an
m once has the floor, he ghall be allowed to elaborate
and complote his idea. He shonld, of comrse, make his discuseion
as brief and 28 Glear as possible., But he who interrupts, is a
greater sinner than h@ who unwisely contimmes his epeoch.

A serions breech of conversational etignette is to eomtra-
dict, Tatly, a person who has made some stotement. A correct-
4on of an error can always be mde n 1ittle later 4in a mild and
pleasant mammer. Young people especially in their szeal for truth,
are tempted to contradict immediately any untruth that they hear.
This 18 not proper. Frequently, things that sound arroneous,
upon closer examination are found to be ripght; equelly frequently,
W8 Iail to mnderstand a speaicr correctly, and so0 are led to contra-
dict him,

Sooliety Trowns down upon gosaip. The spending of precions time
by men and women, in discussing the affairs of their neighbors, is
wholly contrary to good form in socicty, and 1s egqually in opposit-
10m t0 the spirlt of the Gospel. The vonders of the vniverse, in
$ie heavens above, in the earth below and 'in the nature of man,
ghould keep us busy all onr lives, and vwe shonld have no time to
disouss the petty failings of onr neighbors. Cossip has no place
in & Mgh oivilization. Yet, mATortumately, it is one of the comm-
ﬂ forms of presemt-day speech.
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 The nabit of "t&l,aing shop" on every anf.l all occasions is
also hhilntad to t&;r soain‘tr. It is pertfectly proper for a man
to be ﬁamghly 1nterea1:ad in nie work, and to talk about it
whm Jri" fuels so inoclined tu a person who ib w'illing to listen
tq,ﬁ or ﬁlo is equally interested. "hen, ﬁomvu, a person per-
ﬂmﬂn mng about his daily work on every and all occastons
to m who may come within the range of hiﬂ voice, he is prg-
ﬁgbll & at:lng misery upon society. It ia well for a man to
"":u:l& abofs nis work publicly only and when [ N

-

It hﬂ:ps our daily work, if we get away Irﬂm i’c a few moments \
daﬁ;.. For that reasom it is well to talk annut things somewhat
Toreign to that which occupies our minds 'l;hrnnghaut the daye. \

In general, every person wno Speaks flin the presence of society,
Shounld remember not only to obey the laws éetabliahed by soeiety
with regard to irece speech, but a‘no‘nldx also honor and respeot the
customs of society. These customs can best be expressed in one
statement: Social epeech should be Tilled with substance and
should be ritted to the time, and the occasion, and to those
who 1isten. If that were done by all, we should enjoy far better
social intercourse with ovr fellows. Voices should be gentle;
words should be chosed carofully; correct forms of erpression
Should be msed; grammatical and rhetoriesl nceuracy  should be
observed; good thoughts should be cxpressed; substantial lines of
conversation should be adopted. All in all, the creat power of
free speech should be guided with the utmost care for the good of
society.

im 88 the speech or an individual gradually shapee that

Wﬁl, 80 The speech of society gradually affects all the

'8 and aspects or society. BHach man, as a unit of society,
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‘. mg o the wnole in his hands. Fe should of neceas-
_mﬂn the domble responsibility To nimoelf and to society
_ - _- m that ne utters. The speech of a commmity is a
. meagure 0f the sooial condivions in The district. Ii the
ﬂt i't"hm gpeak loudly, coarsely, mngrammatically, and oFf

r"'Him

m‘ or of little worth, we may imow that the commmity
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18 o1 nm; consequence for good in the state. If in another
|-‘¥ _ﬂL ’ ¥
town the M.ll unse well modulated voices, well chosen words,

e

_.TTll

ﬂ m:m o'r good and pencral interest, we mow that the comm-

-lﬁ 'tl:l. hlm a power in the land. Communities should be

L

m uth this Tact, that they are reed by their apecchs
Illl. m u thﬂr speecn is improved, their lives are generally
m Im;tir Day Saints, of all people, should be extremely
m tn Mr speech. The Ireedom of their speech shonld bde
th m ‘founded on law and puided by great visions.

m p‘u‘t power conferred upon man by Ifree speech, of necens-

m'wm with it a great responsipility to Cod. In fact, before ‘

M. Il hozm gociety, man is held accountable Jor words. Inm
the m code of lawg one of the first commandments refers 10
M "‘hlu shalt not tarxe the name of the Lord, thy Cod,
‘ﬂll.. M sormendment does not indicate alonme tThat we —ust
use tne m of God in a respectable mamner, but it implies,
ﬂw.. that sll words rust be spoken with a purpose —if Cod's

m is 'IIM& 4t muot be used defimitely and “for a distinct purpose

ﬂ 'nrt must S0 be used, This fundamental law should be engraven

“ the hearts of =1l peoples wno desire %o rise to greatness

Yet another commandment in the '‘osaic code has reference to




M "Thou shalt not lie,” Truth and truth only shall be
l#- ¥rom that point of view, speech should nlvays be con-
structives if temporarily destructive it snould be omly in the
camse of truth. Of a1l forms of specch impurity nome equels that
ﬂll comes from the lying tongue. Any verson who telle mntruths
grafually and meonsciously accuires the habit of lying until he
finds 1t @ifticult to tell the truth, evem if he 5o dewires. later
comes & stage in vhich & lie is not recognized by him; and later
85411 he loses his hate of a lie, he then loves a lies AT last
untruth becomes a part of the man who then is at variance with
the great mastering and perfecting truthe of the wmiverses. Then,
eveén when he speaks the truth, he is looked wpon with suspiciomn by
his Tellowa, FThe man who lies abount his fellow man, who destroys
the character of a neighvor, is a murderer and no better than the
m:. ¥ho eat® the Ilesh of his vietim. Upon him the heavy hand
of God will be laid, A liar murders truth, and should pe traated
a8 a murderers He should be an outeast from sociciy.

1% 18 to be remembered nowever, that even truth is to be spok-
en with wisdom, at certain times and in certain places. Becanse T
Enow ‘omething to be true, 1s mot Fitting that T shomla stand on
the housstops and shout i1t. IT it is a physical truth reparding
some agricultural practice it shomld be atated bdetore 2 body of
farmexrs, for their inspiration. If stated at The wrong time, or
4in the wrong place, it may fall wmheeied or even be tmmed to
evil, lLikewise trutn shounld be spoken in the right spirit, or it
wmay @o harm, as ror instance, truth spoxen by the mouth of hate
i8 a8 a poisoned arrow. A bkt of truth taken away from its re-
lation may be wade to do great injury. Truth itself, therefore,

be spoken wisely, with cantvion; and wntruth should never
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walked on earth, He, also frequently referred
"Let thy commmications be Yea,Yea and

*am truth 90 that it mey be ¢learly wnderatood , adding little
m taiking nothing from 1t, but confine themsel-es To The eter
nal truths The Savior alno said that e Tmst not eall our brother
a fool, for he who does £o shall be in @ganger or nell Tires ico-
oxding to the laws of Cod we mot cpeak To a purpose, with respect
0 truth; and kindly ard respectfully to our brothers. 7This is
demanded of w8 by our Father in return for the power or speech
which he has bestowed upon 1.

In prayer man approaches h's Co@ if he 1ives a corroct 11Te.
The Savior has given to man & model prayer, the lLora's frayer,
It 48 a model not only in the thoughte it containa, but in ite
spoechs I% 18 clear, logicsl, simple and direct; and emphasizes
the prinoiples that have been outlined in Tthese leasons. Prayer
shonld be free from vain repetitions for 1t 1s just as hrpartant
in addressing our God as in eddressing our fellow men to epeak
airectly, expressing our thourhts olearly and stopning when ve have
Tinished.

. The public discourse as delivered in our churches 1s often
of the type of prayers, Such discourse or sermons shonld likewise
be made to comply with tne recwirements of free speech o5 herein
outlined. There 18 many = oimmer arainst these laws in ovr pulpite.
there 18 ruch vain repetition of the same thought; there is mmoch
gircumvention of ideas; there are many words that Tend to obscure
the real thoughkt of the speaker., Preechers shonld be noted rather
mm gsubstance than for the length of their sermons. The won-

Pl discotrses of thne savior are full or ideas from beginning




n well be taken as our modelS.
*;l;qlqnghﬁgn.nixtdr._hut that silence is poldens
' e when specoh is misused. Toreover sil-
,Jn our epecchy is in itaelf? a form of
mee and places when spoech has no vplece.

m the meeting honee, to worship, we
ten, not speak. In such & case silenee is
: ' 'smu-ins in publie places of wordhip
of an undeveloped or lawless mind,

@ in the great giftv of speech that Goa has
‘Wi its use, Therce shomld be mo attemnt to
¢ €xcept to harmonize it with law, Te should
ed, p of words, of propcr sentences, of ideaz to
' ﬂl .should scek tne power of tranamitting omr
en words and well built sentences T~ our fellow
03 iaa individual and is part of his loveliness.
: '.-An.-hia peloved ag ome of her chief charms:

§ are like 2 thread oY scarlet,

is comely,

jples are like 2 pumpamte

”,p: the privilepe of doing wnq;l_: ahonld be
la. Freedon or speech consists, therefore, in
eﬂu said and no more. "Exoellent speech
001 rmeh less do 1ying lips a prince.”





