LOOKING BACKWARD,

The old man, the conference visitor, told the stoxy.

Pifty two years apgo he was apprenticed to leam the
shoemaker's trade. During the five yeers of the anprenticeship,
he was in the shep seventeen hours a dey. The apprentices were
out of bed at 5:00 otclock in the morning, and were allowed to go
to Led at 10:00 n'cllck in the evening, Meals were broucht inte
the shop and esten humidly., The beds, in tiers, were usually
in the shop. B8unday wes the cne holidey; but on thet day the shep
had ¢ be cleaned before anything else ceuld be done.

"Ity present work is not bed", said the old man, "I
work only the neymal day of cipht hours, and wvhen 1 feel inclined
to hurry the world slong, I think of the seventsan hour dsy of my
apprenticeship. Thot elwnys improves my temper®., Mith = twinkle
in his eye he added: "You Inow, if anyvone hed talked in 1y old
shop of a normal dsy of eirht hours, we should have thought him |
. eragy. 1t seemed imrogsible®,

The difference between the candle-light of our grandmo thers
day and the incondescent light of our day, is no greoicr than the
difference between the conditione of the indusirial workers of half
8 century age and those of todny.

1t does good to leook baekward once in a while, snd teo
feel the warm sense of gratitude for the progress of the world. If the
day of toil has been sho rtened and the day of play lengthened, then
the duty of the world is to make the hours count for mors in the

performance of the necessary work ¢f the world. If the day of
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work has been shortened, it simply means thot upon each hour has

been pleced more intense effort, and upon each werker a greater

dignity as a necessary part of cur "for flung® civilization.



