I will read from the sizxth chaptor of Nathew, tho 24th verse:

"o man ocn sorve two masters: for either he will hate the one, and
love the other; or else he twill hold to the ono, and despiso the
other. Ye oannot serve God and mammon.”

These words were spoken by the Master of men, when he was givinq
to humanity the eternal prinoiples of understanding which, if aooepted
and vraotioed, will lead into an etornal salvation. T“hatever the
Christ spoke during his short sajourn.on earth was wrouxht with mean-
ing. Ho idle words were uttered. Zaoh of his words has its vart and
Place in the great scheme which God Zormulated for the eternal advance-
ment of menkind. These sBober words, therefore, warning men against the
attempt of serving two masters, must huve been given lLesruse the men
of that time attemvted the impossible, to give themselves to two masters
when that, acoording to these words, is an absolute impossibility. 1t
seem8 at first sight a self-evident proposition that men cannot give a8
double servioe at the same time, yet we know that we do not need to
turn baok the pagos of history to find abundant testimonies that men,
often wisne and irntelligent men, attempt to serve the satisfaction of
more than one master. Today, even 83 in the days of Christ, and the
days before the coming of Christ on earth, men possessed of many am-
bitions and fuiling to understand the full scheming of things have
run after many masters and in their attemnt to serve the many musters
make the fruitless attempt of serving them. Nuoh of the unocertainty of
human oharaoter, muoh of the irresponsibility of our sooial system,
muoh of the oontests and confliots among men oan {ind a full explan-
ation in the statement that men and women, vormunities and nations, do
not give themselves wiholly to the servioe of one mester. But in our
day, vhioh is the greatest dusy, undoubtedly, in the history of the

world, the day possessed of more power over nature than ever has been'
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¥nown before:; a flay presenting o greater hope for tho future then any
day in the past; a day of the greatest enlightonment; and in this day
a question concerning this message of the Savior is f4rst of all is,
Does a man need a master?

With many wen todany it is not a question of serving two masters,
put rather, shall a man serve éven One master? The recent thought ol
the world has developed largely on +he importance of the individuals.
Individualism has become & word with which the great and small
On the paeges of every newspaper today we may find the aacount of events
that find their explanation simply in the incessant demands on the part
of the men of the age that will be allowed to act unhindered and untram-
meled as thelr individuelities may direct. In our educetional system
we speak proudly sbout the training of the individnal. Ve say that the
God-given gifts possescsed by the individuel must be allowed full and free
development. Ve plead for individual freedom, 80 that each one of us
may become Jjust as nearly what the Lord intended us to be as possible.

In this great struggle Ior andivadualism, the question constantly
arises ss to whether in this great and enlightened age we should have &
man to serve, any master, save it be himself, meaning his gifts and power
which have been bestowed upon him by his Creator and develoned, in part
through his own efforts. It is true that the gospel of Jesus Christ,
especially as taught 4n this Church, gives great resvect to the rights
of the individual. Jie do not believe that we were ereated by God only
in & metaphorical sense. The Prophet has clearly explained that in the
beginning we are uncreated eternal prineiples of intelligence, and that
all the ages of past eternity hauve bLeen develoving according to our own

will and townrds the estate which we now oceupy. 7The very key-stone




of the gospels structure seems %o Dbe +he law of froe agency. Irom
remotest times that revealed history can give it to us, until the great
council held in the heavens at which this whole earth's career was de-
gided upon the law of free agencyhus preveiled. In that great and won-
derful council held by the gods, in sssociation with us, the main die-
cussion was whether we be placed on the earth in mortal tabernacles,
gubjeet to death and forgetful of the great 1ife of the past, and whether
we should be characterized by free agency, or whether we ghould be like
aninals, subject only to the will of God. In that great gouncil, Jesus
Christ became the Saviour of the world becsuse He held that we should
retain free agenoy, should work out our own salvation &and the glory of
atteining aalvgtiun ander the plan should be givem to God,ihe Father.
According to the restored gospel as taught by the Prophet, Joseph
Smith, therefore, the individual right and liberty are well cared for,
as we know in this ﬂhuinh that coercion is prectically unkmowh snd when
ever it is practiced it ie dome so in absclute opposition to the rightful
evercise of vower. The Priesthood itself, divined as it is, &nd full of
power in ©ll matters perteining ito the Chureh must be exercised fully
and only with proper resvect to the individual rights.as individuals.
We, a8 individuals, must accent or reject every oifice of the Church
which has any suthority over us. There can be no unrighteous domination.
There cun be no domination that excludes free agency {rom the Church of
Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Su%nts. 30 that this Chureh, perhaps above
all other churches, recognizes individualism &nd certainly encourages
every man tc-davelnp his inborn gifts in every way. To this extent
Mormonism leads in the great move for individualism mow characterising
the whole world. Hevertheless, mo man declares his full freedom and

when & church grants complete freedom, it does not mean thet he can go
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on without a master. What 1s a man's master? eospecially in the sense
which the Lord, Jesus Christ, used whem he said the bezutiful words
whioch I have read }ou. Ungueationably the mesning is merely that the
great law of life to whieh the acts of man conform may be Oesignated
ag his master. That prineipal of action, whatever it may bLe determines
and controls the actions of a man's daily 1ife, that makes his ideals,
that establishes his hopes, thet law of action is indeed the master of
the man, Le it one or enother, bLe it expressed or implied, every life
conforms to some thought or theory or law in all matters pertsining to
life. In this sense, then, all men are subject to mesters, and it must
here be said with emphasis, that masters of flesh and blood are less in-
sistent upon their right of mastery than are the masters oi spirit.
The man who is your master is wmuch li¥e you inm his heart and the prin-
ciples of love and cherity, uad:ﬁ'al'!:"%a “he rore : unholy principles
of hate and revenge and prejudice, but the habites of our lives, the
gtrivings of the spirit for ideals, perhaps made by ourselves, often
become masters, intolleraht of any change, Jealous of any competition,
and are by far, the most terrible masters to bLe under.

loreover, it may be atated that all men muaf have masters. With-
out a mastor 2 man cannot do his work in the world. ‘ithont a master
he i8 merely s person who may breath and live, but who hsas not
the power of accomplishment in him. Those in labor, labor to a purnose,
whether it be holy or unholy lsbor. Men who indulge in lsbor of eny
kind labor with a purpose in view and that purpose indeed becomes their
master. The history of the world is replete with instances of the value
of possessing masters, whether they be tangible or intangible. HNen
who have established for themselves high ideals, who have begun nnﬁla
ambitions, and who have given all their estate to the accomplishment
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of these,huve become the great men of their age, and they are the men
whose names the whole world holds in reverence for their successful ané
valuable tasks., Similarly, the men who have appurently given themselves
to unholy things and low passions and have been void of the aommon, bea-
utiful orinciples of humaenity, have left unon the pages of history the
records of their aceomplishments, which are worthy of the mssters which
they have been under, The men, if any such there have been, who have
attempted to go through life without some guiding prineiple to mester
them, without some greater intelligence to direct them, hnie acoomplished
none of the work of the world, They have pussed away and are forgotten,
and as far as the world's progress is concerned they have been of no use.
1t is indespensible that men mmst have masters. It is no donbt for this
reason that the Savior took the pains to leave behind the statement that
& man cannot serve two masters, for if he do he will love the one end hate
the other. iHe cannot give unto both of them equal service.

There are men, however, who, even conceding all this, ssy that it
is yet ‘'poscible to serve two masters. There may be two principles both
holy, righteous, both for the good of men, and I may give my service to
bﬂth._;!ha artist says, "I paint with oil and colors on canvass to produce
baﬂutﬁfnl paintings, and I also use my chisel on the marble and produce
begutiful works of soulpture, and I am serving two masters, both worthy,
hatﬁ delightsome to the eye, both of value to human-kind. Indeed, I am
' serving two musters and to a good purpose.”

This view of the matter is simply and naturslly a delusion.
Rightﬁousnaﬂa. virtue, holiness appear in many forms. The many good aqual-
ities of whyah man is possessed are but a purt of the comnlete clothing
of the man who dresses himself in full armour of righteousness. The

davior wés not in his statement regarding two mnsters. He had
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no intention of =sayinz thet a man mey do only one thing in life. lle re-
ferred, rather, to the great underlying scheme of thinge 4u which man must :
adapt himwelf. Thus the man who paints or the man who sculptures sre

both artists. Their methods may differ, but they are both engaged in
gearching out the beautiful in l1life and nature, and of preserving it for
the benefit and enjoyment of their fallow men. The Lord himself in thel
gtatement which I have reacd you makes this meaning clear, for he closes

the statement by saying, "Ye cannot serve God and mammon." These are

the two masters to which our Savior referred, God on the one hand and

the opposite of God on the other hand.

Both of these no man can serve with saticfection to himself or
to any one else. "He will love the one and hate the other, or he will
hold on to the one and despise the other."™ Thus to all 1ife are two
opposite laws, well described as God and mammon. There are two aidea to
every object. There are two sides to every question, the poasitive and
the negetive, which every man may say or do. II righteousness is in the
world then it means that unrighteous, or its opposite may also be found
in the world. If there i1s Jjoy in the world, then ite opnosite, sorrow,
most be in existence slso. If there i8 love in the world, then hate, its
opposite, is also present. And so, the more desirable guelities are the
ones that we cherish, but we mmot not forget thet there is slweys a poss-

ibility that the others are existing ond being active also.

Modern soience aend modern thoughts agree. One law controls the
universe, the order in heaven, our own solar system, with the sun in the
center, with ites attending planets sbout each other, in definite revol-
ution, never conflicting with each other, never touching each other,
never interforring with ocach other's progress, means of itself that ome

law must prevail in our solar system. If two laws prevailed there would

Le opposition and ultimate destruction. Ve are gradually coming to the
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thought that in the universe there is one instrument, Ifrom which all

others derive their existence; that there is one great underlying force,

from which all the vthe- Torces have been derived, and Jesus Christ, if
he be read understaondingly, declares, without a guestion that only one
posgible means has been perfected for the 6ternal salvation of mankind.
One gospel, made in the heavens before this day, Lfor the bvenefit of this
earth and the children who may dwell on this earth, the obedience of whieh
will lesd the men and women o% this earth into God's presence and into
a fullness of eternal progression. There is8 one God, one only who pre-
gides over the affairs of the universe, to whom all others are inferior
in power and glory in magnity, to whom we pray 1A the none of his Jon,
is Jesus Clurlist. There is, therefore, in the universe, the opoosite to
the one great, fundamental law. As the prevailing law would make for
order, the opposite would make for disorder. He there is one gospel
for all men leading to eternal salvation, so there may bLe one that leads
to destruction. As there i3 one God, guiding us, so there ha& be his
opposite undermining and destroying all things.

Leave the doubt as you may. This is one fundamental thought,
that there cannot be many roads that lead to the perfected life. It is
said thet all roeds lead to Rome, snd in one sense this i3 true of the
gospel, for all mep, stationed wherever they may be may Tinslly find sal-
vation, but when they may come in their Journey towards salvation, their
walks and telks, their complete lives must be measured alike in the essen-
tials i1f they are to be in the celestial eity of sal vation. DBefore they
enter upon the road they must submit in obedience to certain principles.
Sefore they can enter the holy city they must bend to certain requirements
ordained by the Maker of the scheme of salvation. This thought derived

from the beautiful warning from our Savior relative to two masters seems
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gomewhat difficult to accent by the worlid. OF recent days, espeecially,
undﬁr the influence 6: recent thought and the noble desire that all men
might dwell together in harmony, has gradually srisen the Lelief that any
" ghurch, if properly perservering and auuomﬁaniad by correct life will lead
a man into the fullness of the glory of God. Every righteous life will
receive its proper reward. ILvery good deel will be remembered by the
Father in heaven. Ilo kind words will be forgotiten on the last day.

The law will be that law whioch controls this earth. Men must obey the
one great law that they may complete their salvation.

This then, I conceive as the meaning of the Lord's worde whem he
spoke of the imvossibility of giving proper service to two masters. He
had in mind the opposite of 1life, designated dy him, God, and mammon.

Yot the wuestion at hand deals with a complex nature, full of atrength

and full of weakness, may we not in a measure serve both. This question
is frequently asked by those who desire some of the pleasures of the world
which are not good for their bodies or their spirit, and who fdesire to live
out at least a part of the divine idegl implented within them. Ilere iz a
mnﬂt-iuportant question to sueh people and possibly of very great import-
ance to every man on earth, for nomeof us is perfect in our lives, and
wholly correet in thought. The Savior says so distinetly that if a man
attempts to serve two masters, such masters as we have been diseunssing,

he will love one and hate another. o compromise between the twoe appears
to be possible. I am very much airaid that our generation und the gener-
ations before this day cunnot wholly realize the signifiocance of this |
statement. Too often the comnromising has been attemnted {rying to bind
together the two great opposite laws of the universe. Nevertheless, the
statement of ihc Savior 48 as & natural consequence of eternal conditions.

Service means all that we ordinarily imply when we wse the word. Service
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does not mean that we assent to the ammn who may be pleading on the
Sabbath day in behalf of a virtuous life. Service does nol mean that we
should yee and amen to every good word that may be spokemn. DService implies
and service means that i1f a man believes in virtue he dractice it. Service
means that if & man believes in chairity, he give to the poor. Service
meang that when a man says that he belleves in the gospel of éesua Christ,
gsearches out that gospel and all its prineiples and attempts to the bLest
of his ability to serve and to put them into actual practice. When a man
gives such service then, indeed, is he converted. And true conversiom
may mean something only to those who have given something fto the cause to
which they have been identified. Service with their mouths and with their
looks are founéd the world over, but they do not zive full service., ¥When
a8 man has Lecome thoroughly converted to a princinle, then makes use of
that prineivle, it becomes his service and in that way becomes his master.
In public life, waking snd sleeping, it follows him, snd directs him and
in the moment of temptation it stands Lefore him to lead him into = safe
and sheltered place. Then when & man has achieved sueh service, when in-
deed, he gives full service to the master, then there will bLe no compro-
mise between the mester and its opposite. He loves the master through
his service, or he serves the master because he loves it. Then just as
sure as he gives service and gives love he will refuse fto give service
to the opnosite and will give all that is in his life. If & man loves
virtue, then he will practices virtue, then he will hate vice snd never
touch it, snd if & man loves vice and practices it, then as night follows
the day, so he will hate virtue and refuse to practice it. There can be
no comnromise Letween the two ovpposite contenting foreces in the world.
llammon can never lLe harmunia.ﬁ'with God. A man must serve the one or

the other. He will love the one and hate the other. e will hold on to

the one mnd despise the other. lLe must not attemnt to effect a compromise
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between those two great opposite conditions of the world, or it will
fail. They msy appear successful on the outside, but inwardly, in

their hearts, they will be torn with the convicetion that they do not live
the 1ife that the wrld haliévua them to be living, and they will give
themselves wholly to oniquity ond refuse fo be virtuwous, or They could
give themselves to virtue, thenm they will hate eniguity, snd they will
Imow by the vengeance of their hatered, by the health and hope and body
and spirit, that thoy have chosen the better part. :

low, do not misunderstand me. I moan most emphatically that such
love end hate are resl. There are man and women in this congregation who
nave fought the great battles of life snd who have achieved virtuous lives,
and they love virtue and they hate sin, and that love and that hate are |
a8 real os the stones we take from the earth and weigh in our hands. This
is only when ouch love and when ouch hate becomea roal that they have a
feeling in the world. The love we have For righteoucness muot be resl
and the hate must be ecually real. Only then, ¢an wo Serve properly.

Thus, we see that the words of the davior may be olaborated into
something that effects every life in relatiom to nitimate hanpiness. It
is important because men of today, as I said sometime ago, often attemnt
to serve these two masters. It may be a time that they do so uneonsciously.
On the streets of every city, om every farm and almost in every houegehold
there is someone, who unconsciously is atteupting the hopeless task of
reconciling God and mamron. Our lives have be#egme complex ip these latter
days. The world has grown; the knowledge ol men has increased wonderfully;
God has been good to his people; 1life today is not what it was a few years
ago. The possibilities of happiness are great, and I believe thoroughly
that the world as & whole is becoming bettor; that the men are purer; that
their love for their fellow-men is more real; that their strivings are

more insistent for righteousness than ever beforo in the history of the
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world. Yet, there cannot be a denying of the fact that even today these
vetter men, these better women, 47 it be possible than those of the earlier
¢ay, are, in too many cases, attemnting to serve both God &and mammon. iHow
true is not that to the miseionaries of our Church who time and time again
lead honest souls who become converted to the truthfulness of the gospel
of Jesus Christ, who do not possess the strength of charucter to enter

the Church snd to become possessed of the blessings of the Church becanse
by so doing they lose standing in their communities, lose perhapa, the

love of their close friends, and go back uvon themselves to work out their
lives alone with God. On the other hand, we ¥now also in this Church of
thousands of honest souls, huving become converted to the Chureh who have
taken their faith in their own hands and joining issue with @God, have been
forsaking in many oases families and earthly embitions that they might
gserve the dictstion of their own conscience. 3But even we belonging to

the Church, we who have received the greatest gift in the power of God,
who throuch his abounding grace have been enabled to see the trnth and to
give our lives, we too frequently sre elso attemnting to serve both God
snd mammon. We two are attempting a compromise between the two contenting
forees in the muniverse. Men are great only as they give themselves to

one great thing. Men achieve greatness only by that method. MNMen who
adivide themselves between two mastors sannot achieve that perfected salva-
tion that will come to them who give themselves wholly =nd without reser-
vation to the one great cause. We men have ambitions of various kinds.

We hope for wealth, for power, fame and for many other things. Power,
fome, 8tond in front of us within our reach it apbears, and most desirable,
end we reach for them, and they move on: we follow, and we osare not where
the path lesds us. often the pursuit will bring us into dark paths, into

dengers, and often we £4nd ourselves in the midst of filth and evil in the
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pursuit of these intangidle and rather worthless vrofessions of mankind.
There are men who are so engrossed in their search of weslth that
when the simple word reamires them to mive one tenth of their inocome to
the Liord, they shiver, and they give their 1ittle contribution, their small
fraotion of what the Lord requires of them, and they do not ¥mow that by
80 doing they are attemnting to serve God and rmammon and that they are not
gsueceeding, and that they are inviting unhappiness unto themselves bg con-
terding that the gospel stood by them, and yet it i3 the best, and yet they
will not give unto the Lord the small portion that he requires of them. I
am afriad that smong the riech of our Chureh, those who the Lord have
blessed bountifully, the giving of full tAthing is a rarer accomplisiment
than with those who the Lord has not blessed with material wealth, bhut has
reserved for them other and perhaps greater hlessings. Then we have men
who love power, and those memhers of the Church who look upon worldly
pogsitions with a covetouns eye hecnuse they feel that in those positions
they will have power over their fellow-men. To attain that power, in order
to accomplish the poasit‘ons, they do unkind things to their neighbors; they
tell untruths, and by devions wayas they try to attain the high state in
this world, but they are attemnting to serve two masters, God and mammon,
and are not serving well. The serving will be imprinted upon their charact-
ers and their lives because of the imprudent acts. There are men no doubt
in this Chureh to whor fame soam; to he the most desirable gift in the
world, to be ¥kmown by many men, to have their name heralded abroad, end
they, to accomplish thie fame compromise themselves with the truth which
haes been given them. They pilfer e&n idea, they forget a friend, they make
useof the tadioué and treascherous methoda somewhere else in order that they

may attain ferme, and then, after atteining it, often they fail to understand

that having attonoted to serve two mosters, they do not follow the injuction

0f the Savior that teaoches.
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There is nerhaps no need to linger longer upon these pregnant words
of the Savior of the world. o doubt every one of us understands them.
In theory we know that a man cannot serve God &nd mammon. It is imposcible
to give full, valuable service to two mosters. The two mesters are of opp-
osite character. e all Ymow that there is one law, one God, one far off
end to which the whole oreation moves. I believe in tho spirit of the gospe
It 48 & gimple syster, easily understcod, and to those who use the knowledge
right, easily obeyed. The gospel is for the poor, not only of this world's
goods, but those who are poor in spirit. For not only those who ocan accom-
plish great tasks, but for those who cost themaoelves in their weckness on
God for help. For the humble, not only those vho go and with bowed heads
before the men of the world because they feel themselves inferior in station

but the men who in humility go before the almighty Cod ond say to him,

"Thou art the Master; I to obey".

The gospel is for ouch of us, and vhen we mule oursgelv.e poor im
gspirit, in that sense, before the Lord, and weep, them i1t shall be diffi-
cult for us to serve two masters. It is the hope of us, as every true
Latter-day Saint that the heert of every member of this Church and in time
of every person who lives may be so in touch with the divine fire a8 to give
himself to the things of CGod end forget wholly the things of mammon. Then
in very deed shall there be no possibility that men whall zive themselves
unto the service of two masters, and trying to comnromise the opnosite
forees that are sontending throughout the universe. That men ever will
keep to the good, will forget the evil, that men willnever give themselves

to base things, bnt always will walk into the sunshine of eternal goodness.




