SKETCH OF SUSA YOUNG GATES 

By John A. Widtsoe 

Susa Young Gates, daughter of President Brigham Young 
and Lucy Bigelow Young, was born March 18, 1856, the first 
child born in the Lion House. 

Mrs. Gates was educated in the University of Utah and the 
Brigham Young Academy at Provo. She also studied literature 
and physical education in the summer school of Harvard University, in 1892. 

On January 5, 1879, she married Jacob F. Gates. Her 
living children, all well known, are: Mrs. John A. Widtsoe, Professor Brigham Cecil Gates, Mrs. A. E. Bowen (Emma Lucy 
Gates) Harvey Gates, and Franklin Y. Gates. She has buried 
seven sons and one daughter. 

From her earliest childhood, Mrs. Gates 
has been devoted to education and has exceptional literary and artistic abilities coupled 
with unusual powers of organization and learership. 

In her early youth she learned stenography and was an official reporter of the first Retrenchment Society in 1870, and of the dedication services of the St. George, Logan and Salt Lake temples. In 1879 she organized the 
music department, and in 1894 the domestic 
science department, of the Brigham Young University. 

During her student days, she was a member of the 1868-70 
staff of the College Lantern, the University of Utah magazine ; in 
1889 she founded the Young Woman's Journal which she edited 
for eleven years, when she presented her holdings in the property 
to the General Board of Y. L. M. I. A. ; in 1914, by appointment 
of President Joseph F. Smith, she became the first Editor of the 
Relief Society Magazine. 

The literary labors of Mrs. Gates have been voluminous. 
Stories, plays, poetry, editorials and essays have flowed steadily 
from her pen for over fifty years. She published the first elementary treatise on genealogy in 1907, and in 1915, an elaborate 
surname book; for thirteen years she edited the genealogical 
department in the Deseret News which department she 
founded; she has published a history of the Y. L. M. I. A., and 
has written many of the Relief Society guide lessons ; an in- 
defatigable student of the scriptures, she is also well versed in 
Church History. She wrote Lydia Knights History and Heroines 
of Mormondom. Her novel John Stevens Courtship is a well-known ''Mormon" classic. 

Mrs. Gates has been an intelligent and valiant promoter of 
Woman's Suffrage. She has taken part in local, national and 
world movements for the proper emancipation of woman ; and 
served five years as National Chairman of the Press Committee 
of the National Woman's Council ; and in connection with this 
work she has visited Washington, to attend W^omen's conven- 
tions five times ; in 1899 she was an official speaker and delegate 
to the London Woman's Congress; at the Copenhagen Woman's 
Congress she was the sole U. S. representative of the International 
President Mrs. May Wright Sewell; in 1914 she was a delegate 
and speaker at the Woman's congress in Rome; and introduced 
Genealogical Class work in the International Genealogical Con- 
ference held in San Francisco in 1915. She was one of the U. 
S. delegates and a speaker at the International Household Eco- 
nomic Congress in Canada in 1902, and was the guest of honor 
at the Omaha Congress of the same body in the year following ; 
she headed the Utah delegation which attended the final and 
triumphant Woman's Suffrage victory Convention in Chicago in 
February, 1920, and received the Utah gold medal as one of the 
first women voters of 1870. In addition she has traveled fre- 
quently and widely in many parts of the earth. In this public 
work she has been aided by her power of clear thought and 
splendid public speaking. 

In 1889 Mrs. Gates was made a member of the General 
Board of Y. L. M. I. A. on which she served until May 8, 1911, 
when she was appointed by President Joseph F. Smith a member 
of the General Board of the Relief Society. She held the office 
of Corresponding Secretary to the Board from September 25, 
1913, to April 2, 1921. For many years she has served faithfully 
and devotedly as a temple worker, beginning her work under her 
father's appointment as a recorder and temple worker in the 
opening of the St. George Temple, January 1, 1877. She is the 
oldest member in term of service of the Board of Trustees of 
the Brigham Young University (since 1892) and was a trustee 
of the Agricultural College for seven years from 1905-11. She 
is a member of the leading National Genealogical Societies among 
them being the New England and London societies, is an hon- 
orary member of the California Genealogical Society and an. asso- 
ciate member of the National Genealogical Society at Washing- 
ton, D. C. 

By word and pen Mrs. Gaites has inspired hundreds of young 
people to make their lives more serviceable. She has given fully 
to others of her time and means and magnetic personality. Her 
first constant thought has been the upbuilding of the Church of 
Christ. That she has accomplished so much in her life is due, 
next to ithe favor of God, to the great gifts with which she has 
been endowed. She is a worthy daughter of her great father. Her 
long and intimate friendship with the leaders of the Church past 
and presenit is founded on her sympathy and tact, together with 
a gift for friendly companionship with men and women, of all 
ages and degrees, has given her a liberal religious education ; she 
was an intimate friend of Susan B. Anthony, Clara Barton, Anna 
Howard Shaw, Ida Husted Harper, Mme. Lydia Von F. Mount- 
ford, Lady Aberdeen and May Wright Sewell. She has been
entertained in the homes of all of these as an honored guest and 
co-worker. Her correspondence with the great women of the 
world has been and is voluminous. 

Above all Mrs. Gates is a true Latter-day Saint. Teach her 
the needs and requirements of the Church and she will make 
any sacrifice to do her duty and help carry on the great Latter- 
day work i.0 which she is committed. 



