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Lesson 6.

Freedom of peech, Tirst Part.

Derinitions.

Specon, or fnc power OT cpeakxing, 1s the faoulty 0T expressing
thong);ta by words or artiocnlate somds. It has tndoubtedly been the
most irmportant instrmment in bringing man to his present dorminant
oivilization. I a person has to traverse for himself, Irom the
begiming, the whole ticld or human experienoe, he can not go far
in deveclopment bexore the brier 8pan of life 18 passecd. By the
power of gpeech, the axperienoes of men have been carried, in in-
oreasing volume, from generation to generation; and mpon the fomnd-
ation laid by the fathers, the present-day man can build for himself
a new and & loftier structure of experience. Without speech such
cormunications between man and man, and between generation and gen-
eration would be extremely diffucult, for tho recording of man's
thoughts in vritten form hac been made possible, very largely through
the possession of the power of speech. A f00d half of man's hiph

estate among the created boings of the undverse 18 certainly due %o
mMs power of speoch. As an instrument of progress speeoh 18 sescond
to none.

Freedom, sometinmeg spoken of &8 liberty or independenoce, is
generally understood to mean the excuption of a person from the
power or comtrol of amother. Absolute axemption, from the control
of outside rorces 18, however, impossible. Thronfshout the whole
or the revealed umiverse comntless, etormal, irmutable laws exist
and prevail. Han oan not nullify any of these laws, but by knowing
and oboying them, he may make use or them., Thus, man céannot prevont
the rain Ifrom Xalling, nor stom the rivers in their dowward flow,

but he may 80 till the s80il as to store the rains in the 80il to

duoe larger crops; or divert the moun®ein strean into flumes and
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and make 1t turn great dynamos to prodnce elcctric light and
""'m- good of man. By the wise use of law and not by opp-
4t @oes man obtain his highest freedom. To be in harmony
48 14fe; to be in opposition to law, is death, Freedom
ompamies 11fe, not deatn. Therefore it is said, "Ye shall kmow
%ﬂ the truth shall make you free."”

*’_ﬁﬁ- of speech means, therefore, speech practiced in full
» with man's best mowledge of the eternal laws that surr-
ouﬁ'%. Fhile the nower of all speech is preat; the power of such
guided free speech 13 preatest.

ﬁ m given to man including speech, may, however, be either
otive, or destrmotive. In tho ond, however, & power which
m.w destroye, will fina itself opposed t0 nature’s controllimg
1‘. $hat the whole 0f the nniverse is progressing towards a richer
perfection. Froe spooch must be constructice; it must destroy only
as part of larger construction. Thus, the great builder may remove
a ﬂiﬂﬂh“ room Ifor a finer one; the lealer of man may
mhﬁ severe language, £0 that all may lead better lives,
W“ﬂ', we ere all judpes in Israel, we should mot permit
our Sposch to be destruotive. We should build uwp, and by our speech,
Mmz %0 a rich measure, our lives and those of our fellow men.

m-, the wonderful pm-:m- of tranemitting thought by spokem
m Iﬂ!‘lﬂ with it great responaibiliﬁas. Speech, freely uttered,
pears @irect relation, Tirst, to the individual; second, to society;
and m, to God. In all our speech this threefold responaibility
must be kept in mind.

Pree Speech and the Incividual.
.@Q persona realize, suificiently, that mem are moulded by their
. Our habits make us, and the habit of our speech is most
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_ AS man thinks, he upually speaxs. "From the fullness of the
neart the mouth speaketh.” Our intimate speech, therefore, reveals
mm the comtents of our minds., The shallow mind shows
itself 4in shallow conversation; the vulgar Story ususlly reveals a
mind £1illed with impwrity., Similarly, these who think decply, speak
with sense and feelingl and the clean mind brings forth clean thoughts.
Thie law snould be well wnderstood, especially by the young who are
forming their life habits. Our friends may well be chosen on the
basis of their speoech.

A @espioable, though common, habvit among men 18 the telling of
vulgar jokes. Whoever the man may be, whatever his position may be,
if mm vulgar jores and filthy stories burdem his speech, it
18 fairly certain that such a man's heart 1s tainted and his soul
15 mot free from sin.

AS & man speaks from day %o day, he continues to Think; and the
longer he Speaks in certain ways of certain things the more set he
becomes in his mamer of thinkinge. Therefore, a man who habitually
uses m.pr speech, steengthens his habit of vulgar thinking until
at last vulgatity 4s his master, and clean things can not enter the
realms of his thoughts. Just so, also, the man who persistently
speaks evil of his fellow men bccomes @o habituated to evil thinking
that he can find none good among the childrem of God. Fortumately,
the mﬁ of this condition also prevails. ITf a man speak pure
and m words, as tozens ot his thoughts, his mind becomes more
completely filled with purity and truth.

_Mnally, as a man thinks and speaks 8o he 18, There is no de-
ception about the matter. As Specch reveals thought, so thought
reveals the very cssemce o1 man. By our wondrous gift of speech,
mn, we give to all the world a vision of what we are.

3 . She marmer of spearing, also, affoots the character, and the




ul’

oﬁﬁ“ of a man. Words should be spoken softly and gently. len
m m tender words with a gruff voice, and thus become feared
“ their inferiors; disliked by their equals; and misunderstood by
ali, fn our American 1ife is a rather stromg tendency to loud

ng and to shouting. We make much noise, and at times mistake

loﬂim of speech for the fervor of oratory. A gentle and subdued
m elear m to be casily mmderstood, should be practiced. It
wi1l hﬂp the 1ndividusl into a gentler mammer of 1ife; and into a
numbler attitude towards the wonderful world about him. The simpler
pm.tni effort of speech should therefore be carefully watched, and
mw gonform with the true ideals of a correct life.

. Spﬂuh ghould be indnlpged in only when something worth saying
18 to be said. To converse simply To !’11 time is a harmful practice
To discuss, even at some length, some taﬁiu of serious interest, 1s
preferable to the common conversations concerning the wind and the
weather which ordinarily hides shallowness of thought and poverty of
ideas.

Then, speech must be timely. The Titanioc disaster would not be
a fitting sudbject at a wedding breakfast; nor would Temple work be
the best subject to discuss with o man Who 18 not converted to the
first principles of the Gospel. The timeliness of speech i1s of
particular importance vhen several persons are engaged in conversa-
tion. Some persons are always entering and attempting to monopolize
-u conversation, Though & man be the best conversationalist in a
party, he must not do too much talking; others, perhaps less gifted,
must also bo heard. A man who habituslly speaks with mo reference %o
the time or place becomes a nuisance, and the hablt of disregarding

m grows upon him in all his relations until disaster overtakes
T
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"’J hﬂ Ht alwa.al sink ﬂecpoﬂ into the heart;
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ner uupmﬁgmn:mu importance than the
sed 1%1.1 18 the soul of wits Those who 1ive
m are nsually of few words, while those

] ;lm, and think ococasionally, are characterized
disoussions sbont tmimportant things. Gum, not 1deas,
I m and overas The habit of speaking clearly and

vated early in 1lire, will react upon the ndivid-

eateem by societye. Then the abundance of
y Inow that a pluffer is opearing. By nia- ’
JMH t0 deceive you about himselfs In time he
1T, but gseldom deceives smother. 'any #ords and sma
h fgreat works, usually go together.
,. deeply, the :reul:lnlgn of the apealker. nhen
in speaking, the feelinpgs of the speaker
nmiw; his speech increases similarly
§ gradually his whole being becomes rilled with
9 m beginning o the power Of the orator. whem,

ks 80 as to exeite his feelings, he must hold

@ calm controlled nermon becomes only an hyster-
Every speaxer shomld invite the foelings that
wng. but they shonld be mwnder control. 38y
wm high feeling at the right moment, &
j‘ i8 produced. This equally 18 important
irs of life. some men, when angry, lose
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