DR. JOHHN A, WIDTSOE.

My fellow workers,-- It scems almost unnecessary, '
after the vivid address of our Australian friend, to discuss,
at this late hour, the faots behind the war. There is only
one great foet in our minds, after hearing our friend from
the trenches speak-- the fact that we are at war; that we are

in the business of wimnins the war: that we muet remain in the war

until it is ended; and that wo must come out of the war victori-
m],]z. 80 that the world may be free. With President Grant's
permiscion, therefore, in view of the messaze given us by our
soldier friend, and because of the far spent time, I shall not
atW- t0 give you the outlined tallk thot I brought with me
this morning, but call your attentlion to some of the out-
standing facts that may be used in the war prosrams that may

ve given throushout the Church.

I suppose every lMutual worker ond 51l the mombers of the
Charch are familiar with the few simple facte upon which rects
our attitude with respect to the war, If thece facts arec not
understood, they should be known by every member of the Church;
for there is no organization in the world that has a deeper
interest in the progress and the outcome of this great world
war than the organizetion known as the Church of Josus Christ
of Latter-day Sajnte, Thoush we may know well the facts upon
which President Wilson rceted his message to Congress, and as
a result of which war was declared with Germany, it may be
helpful to rutiﬂi?hn various Warde ond Stokee of Zion these
facts, that our courage may not grow faint and thet owr loyalty
q m undimmed and untarnished.
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I may remind you that this great war is an effect of many
causes-- some very evident snd mear, some not so evident, and
remote. This war did not come out of a clear sky., It did not
simply happen, but came as 2 result of things that have
ocourred throuzh gonerntions of times When the war broke out
in 1914 the people of this country were occupied in their
ordinary pursuits-- a peaceful and peace-loving people. Wo de-
sired no cuarrel with the world. We attempted to keep out of
all kinds of disputes with our neighbors. We did not maintain
an elasborate spy system; we had no involved secret diplomacy;
for a democracy docs not lend itself easily to the spy system
or to secret diplomacys. Such things 2re confined to monarchial
forms of government, the Torms of govermment that are passing
out of existence and will be larsely of the past when this war
is ended. Vomw—-eo zoing chout in our own way to develop ow
natural resources and contendin- simply for the right to work
out on this lond, in this hemisphere, our form of government--
a povern-ent by the people, so that *the people moy be free-- a
zovernment which does not depend upon a king or upon a military
e¢lass, but which does depend, for its power and influence, upon
the will of the people governed. That was all we asked of the
world; and we were detormined, as we are determined today, that
no power on earth shall come in and destrpy our experiment in
free government. On that point we are all united. Ve propoce
to stand together to the last in behalf of this great experiment
in free govermment which we believe, and which all same thinkers
of the world today believe is = solution of the social
difficulties that vex the world today, we had seid to the world.
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During all these years, in order to maintain our right to
work oul our experiment in free government, we had asked the
world to recognize three thinges, three main principles., If the
imerioan people will keep them in mind, it will be emsier to under-
stand the causes back of thiao war:

First: Ve insisted upon the recopnition of the Nonros
doctrine, which simply meant that we would not pormit any Furo-
pean or foreirn power to come to these shores, or to this
hemisphere and bocome a power here, so that our work for the
freedom of the world misht be endensered. At the same time we
agreed that we would keep out of BEurope; we would not attempt
to interfere with Burepean politics, We wanted to be left free
to work ouf our bis experiment for the good of mankind.

Second: Vo insisted that the world recornize the freedom
of the seac, oo that we might carry on commerce with the world.

In 8pite of tho fact that we were located thousands of miles
away from the older end more thickly settled domain of the world,
we might otill, by the use of the seas, lmve free commmnication
with our neighbors in every part of the world.

Third: Ve insisted that 2ll our disputes with other nations
should be settled by the method of arbitration.

If you will read the history of the last hundred years, you
will find that the United States of America has simply asked that
these three principles be regosnized-- the Wonroe Doctrine, the
freedon of the seas, snd the arbitration of aifficulties that
misht ariso Lotween us and other nations.

Let me now call your attention to the fmet that the German

BOvernment, which stupefied this country when it began the war
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in Furope, has been unwilling to recognize any of these
fundamental prineiples upon which we rest our claims with
respect to the worlds

We tried to be neutral when the war broke out. We To-
fused to Le drawn into it. Our President issued o manifesto
agking all the good eitizons of the lend to romain strictly
neutral. It was difficult to be neutrsl when a power across
the sea invided small countries, murdered innocent children and
women, killed the manhood of & country and destroyed the heritage
of the paet by burnins and vwrecking great buildings, 1ibraries,
pletures, monuments to the thousht mnd ekill of generations of
mens Ve were loath o bellove thet the Cerman zovernment comld
lend itself to such practices; yet we all know, whether we 1like
it or not, that tho German government, which is controlling the
German people, has lent itself to every possible outraze that
oan be devised by the human mind., In spite of the insnlts to
oivilization, thaot were hurled at us, this country attompted to
remain neutral, but we were not allowed to remain so.

Alnoat ot the beginning of the war an anti-United States
propaganda was started by the German govermment 2t home and
abroad, based largoly upon the elaim that we were farnishing
mnitions to other countries; and we were asked to atop our
trade with other nations. Ve were requested to remain here,
a8 if we were on an island of the sea, tuiot and subservient,
taking orders from & power which was showing itself unfit for
leadorship emons the nations of the world.

We soon learnsd that spies, sent out by the German gzovermment,

Were honeycombing our country end other countries. They were down
An Mexico, ovor in Japan, in the Latin republics of America.
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They had one message to deliver: "Let us all get together and
destroy the United States of America." The Monroe doetrine was
being ignored sboolutely by fhe German govermment in ifs propa-
gandz. You will 2ll remember the Zimmerman note, so-called, in
which the Germen govermment proposed to lMexico that if she would
join with Japan and certain other countries, to fight this country,
Texas end New loxico and Arizona would be ceded to Mexico. These
things became knowvn, little by little, as the war went on. The
German government, within the first three years of the war sald,
in agtions if not in words, "We do not believe in the Monroe
Doetrine. Ve shall not respect i1t; we shall do 2ll we can fo
overthrow it,”

Soon after the war broke out, sea troubles also began
Unprotected zones were established within which U-boats and other
destructive crart might operate, even to the sxtont of destroying
vessels of neutral couniries and drowninz or desiroying passengors
on noutrzl ships, who were on their way to neutral countries.
After some time this submarine warfare beeame ruthless, until
there was nothinzg left but to believe, ot lecst as far as our
government was concerned, that the Treedom of the seas was no
longer a principle held in rogpect by the German government.

It said in subotance: "We do not believe in the froedom of the
seas, We shall keep you on your sea-bound continent and make
you separate and apert from the rest of the world."”

Long before the war broke out, in spite of our repeated
requests, the German govermment, ﬁlmnat alone in its views
amon? the great powers of the world, had said to us defiantly:

"We will not submit any of our difficulties to a Freaty of

arbitration; we will not have such a treaty."”
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In other words, all the things for which we have stood,
gacred rights to us Dbecause upon them depends the future of
popular government, were all dishonored by the German govern-
ments There woes nobthing else for us fto do than to declare war
on such & government, that we, ouraalvés, and the srost cance
of our land, mizht live and be protoected.

The steps that led immediately to the declaration of war
may be followed in the President's so-called War Message, which
i printed in the first number of the war informantion series
and entitled "The War Message and the Factes Behind It", con-
taining the annotated speoch of the Prosident on April 2, 1917,

There are other sreat and grave causes back of whieh the
time does not permit me to discuse, It is an wneivilized war-
fare, and many of us doubt if we may in justice remain ncutral
in the fzct of a return to barbaricm., There has been also a
distinet attempt for many years on the part of the German
government to impose Gorman "Eultur" upon all the world, that
is, to mako the world see as they see. If this were the place
and time I could mive you my own personal experience to show
you how vigorous yet subtle was the attempt in 2ll parte of the
country to impose German Knltur upon us. As one American, I
refuse to have anybody's kultur imposed upon me, I live in a
free country, and em free to express myself and to belongz to
the majority or the minority as the case msy be, from year to
year, but always to let the popular will rule me ond my actions
in a governmental way.

Pinally, we may as well remerber that the great big over

whelming cause of the war, the reason why we are in the war and
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wish to remain in it to the end, is that one great system of
government is opposed to another systom of govermment. The one
systen says thot 2 man, ordinarily in power because he is born
of a certain Tather, shall stand at the head of & nation, =nd
throuch a controllinz, self-protective military machine, shall
speak to the people and compel their obedience. The people
under thies system shall have little or no voice in the mannge-
ment of their own affairs. The other system declares that
within the majority of the people lies the power of governmment,
and that they may select men to govern them for ome, or twenty,
or a hundred, or & thousand years, but that the power remains
with the people. This latt~r system says that there 1s no place
in thie world for wor: that this is a world in which justice and
pesce must reizn; and that our governments must be so ontablished
that cannons =nd rifles and poisonous gases will be removed

from the possibility of destroying human 1life; that there 1is
nothing more precious upon the face of the earth than human lives,
and that thece lives must be guarded and guided and allowed to
develop, to sorve the God they wership, and to develop the earth
which hes been siven thems Shall autoeracy rule, or shall
democracy prevail, that is the question.

We are fightinz today, in a small way, the fight that was
waged in the heavens, according to our own doctrine, long before
we came to the earth. We were assembled, in a great gathering,
to discuss the journey to the earth and the 1life we were to lead
here., The Father of the race laid before us His plan. "I will
send you down there. I am the master of men, becsuse I am the

possessor of the largest knowledge; and we ghall so arranTe things

that you, ry children, may know the Law; and as you succeed in
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obeying and livins the Lew, so shall your greatness before me
ve.,” It was not wholly =n invitingz program, becé&use men are
1ikely to fall, slways, when they have the freedom of choice,

put it was God's plan, a pure and perfect plan. Then Imcifer
arose and gaid: "I have a better plan. I will take these

people with me. I shall be the mester. I shall see that every
one of them shall live in joy and happiness. They shall have all
they want to eat and fine houses to live in, and I shall sce to it
that the 1life journey ig a beantiful, hapry one, and I shall

save every ons of them without any effort on their own part.”
By God's plan ovory soul would be obliged to earn ites own sal-
vation; by Imeifor's plan, salvation will be forced mpon every
one, irrespoctive of deserts. God's plan is natural and whole=
gome-~ ILucifor's plen was umnatural and forbidding. One was
good; the other was evil.

Today the world is fishting out fthe age-old issue. Shall
man govern himself, thoush he make mistakes ot times,- or shall
government be impoged upon him, even though the government be of
perfoct precision? We of this land and church have lonz eince
answered the question. Government by the people is ripght;
government imyposed upon the people is wrong. We shall remain
with the right, Thoush our life blood be shed, we mean to fight
for the right to be free against any evil pover, 1like that of
Iueifer's, that would impose its sugar-coated bittermess, 1ts

"Ealtur", upon us.



