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The dictum of the founders of the United States that the
chief business of a republic is eduncation, has been shown to be 8ound
by the history of our country. The thinking people of our land are
sgreed that the wonderful development &nd the sound integrity of our
nation, have been due primeridly to the universal enlightenment of the
people due to the fostering care given %o populer education. It is
elear in the minde of &11 who have considered the subject that the
generel high intelligence of the people has besn the protection against
enarchy and improper soclalism which have characterized so many of the
world's experiments in free govermment, It has aleso been made clear
that the succeesful conquest of ow vast undeveloped country, so far :
88 it has gone, is due in very large m'uannr: to the training given
to the men and women whose lot it hag been to pioneer new sections of
our land or new branches of ow industrial activity. The people of
our country, themselves, are fully alive to the need and the advantages
of education. The lawe passed and tﬁo appropriations made for the
rromotion of our system of public educeation is a just evidence of this
generel feeling for educationsl advancement.

In the growth of popular education in the United States
& new demeénd is being made upon the schools, and chiefly the sdvanced
8chools, which demend has come from the people themselves withont
81y undue urging on the peart of the institutions. This is the demand
that the activities of educational institutions shall no longor be
tonfined to young people of school sge or to the scadsmic halls on the
tampuses of the institutions. The people who have long since passed




peyond their school days are now insiting that they, too, shall be
igsigted by the educationszl system; to be kept in touch with the
pogress of the age and to make up many deficiencies of their early
treining, snd to be gi*uﬁ from time to time such help in the business of
thelr lives &8 new discoveries and new applications of old truths mey
wing forth, In other words, the people are demanding that the
miversities and colleges give out or bear truth to any psrt of the
ssofion which they serve and to any member of societly whatever may be
his age,

In responee to this popular demsnd the extension movement
{n colleges and universitles originated and through the laat twenty-
five yoars has grown to large proportions, although even as yet,
it is really only beglaning its full service. In some departments
the growth hae been larger than in others, due to the more immediate
meed and the greater activity of the leaders, for instance, in
sgriculture, lergely through the vigorous support of the department
of agriculture. The asgricultural colleges, whether seperate or &se
lepartments of universities, have been requested by fedeoral and state
tgencies to give direct help te the farmer, irrespective of his location
or of his age. In other departments simller activities are developing.
™he value of Such extension of educationsl ideals ie so manifest and
80 thoroughly does it seem to be in harmony with the democretic spirit
that federsl and state officials, supported by the voting body of the
tountry, are giving it their loyal and extensive support.

Extension work conducted under state asuspices ie nseded,
Verefore, to setisfy the demsnds of education loving people who
*elize that the safety of the republic gnd the conquest of our naturel
teeources depend primarily upon the enlightenment which brings about °
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from year to yeasr a familiarity with the main development of the
nodern world. The scope of the extension work is that of all truth, in
go far a8 it mey be neaded or desired by the public.

Agricultural extension has won its way very largely by its
appeal to the material returns which it promises, but agricultursl exten~
gion i8 only one of the meny departments in which men ls interssted and
upon which he depends for his welfare. Home HSconomica, in the large
gense of the training of women for their work as housewives, ie of
squsl or possibly greater importance end the time is near &% hand when
upon the beginnings alresdy formulated, & vast system of extension
gctivity in household instruction will cover the land., Likewise the
business man, the mechanic, the manufscturer, aand those who follow
the verions professions desire to be benefiited by the help that
institutions of learning may give them through the extension sctivities.
In fact & body of truth has been developed in nearly all of man's
sctivities wnich may be carried in eimple language and by non-technical
methods into the understandings of the men amd the women of m ture age
who are doing the world's work on farm, in the home, in the workshop,
or in the office. Just now, one of the great lessons of the great war
is the value of human 1ife, especially the necessity of teaching
humen health upon which rests the lengthening out of humen 1ife,

Public health is & subject of direct interest to every men and woman
of our republic. The country is ready to undertake extension cem
Paigns in behalf of public health which, undoubtedly, once they are
under way, will do much to make human lifi more satiafying to the
individual, longqr. and of more vedl ue to the community.

The methods by which the pmrposes of extension work sre to
b accomplished sre many, Some are well worked out; some sre yet in
the formative stage. In meny cages it is foasible to essemble & emell
: of individusls and by regularmeetings at stated intervals to
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4o conduct classes comperable in some ways to the clesses given on

the cempus. Another successful extension method is %o hold maetings
during one or two or three dayg gt which lecturers and demonstrators
are present to impart information. Still another method is to conduct
correspondence with interested persons ralative to the subjecte in hand;
in meny cases to substitute such correspondence for the regular courses
in the class room. Yet another method is to depend upon the printed
word and by bulletins, cireulars, posters, photographa and other
similar devices, to bring certain truths home to the community. The
most satisfactory methed of extenslon work is, of course, to have &
competent instructor to move smong the peopla in a profitable way to
give his informetion to the people directly.

The extension division of & state univarseity is becoming
indispensable. It is not &n addition to the sctivitlies of the
university, but an extension of them.

The reason wly appropristions are ssked for the support
of such externsion asctivities is simply thet where institutions hlave
been organized for cumpus work, the appropriations sre of a slze to
permit the ordinary cecluss work to continue on the campus, but not
much more, snd frequently the lewe of the state sre such &g to hinder
the institutions from using the regulsar lncome for extension activities.
There i8s, however, no feature of cducational activity which is of more
importance than the extension work which, by enlightening all the people
and keeping £ll the people in touch with the progress of truth, make
it easler to bear the burdens of their lives.

Attached herewith eare statemente =8 to tho scope of the work
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anierteken at the present time by the University. More definite

gtatements as to actual results accomplished could gusily be

mede but perhaps it is just as well to let the work speak for

jtself a8 it is felt and enjoyed by other people.
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