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These are sad times in the woxl'ld's hi story--perhaps the
saddest, That which we call our civilization, which we have
built by slow degrees throughout the centuries, seems tc have
cracked and crumbled, Humanity's prayers and pains, toil and
high dreams, appear to have ended in unspeskable chaos, Law
snd order, national and international, humen rights and human
life itself, stand on trisl before unexampled, selfish, savagery.
The bloodiest contest of history is now being fought; and the
awful shapes of famine and pestilence are treading upon the
heels of untimely death,--really murder which we politély call
ware

The battle is not between nations, the issue lies between

right and wrong, between good and evil. Shall men be free or

in bondage? Shall liberty or slavery rule among men? Shall

. Ghrist or anti-Christ be our master? MWW %

™ Wig’aﬁ%m.ion to discusss this subject, but I believe
our feelinzs would be less harrowed if I discuss with you some

problems which if solved will contribute most towards u‘timte

human joy. -
o3
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LIFE!'S COMBAT WITH ERRCR -
(Brighem Young University Gomencement,M. 1940)
"Ye are not sent forth to be taught, but to teach the
children of men the things which I have put infto your hands
by the power of my spirit, And ye are to be $aught from on
high," This command, given the church in its very infancy,
is as binding upon us today as it was then, In matters
secular we may be taught, but in matters spiritual we possess
unchanging fundamentals, ﬁwhich we must forevar teach to
a was:ard worlrl;‘ﬁm M ﬂ%m Eﬂdag %:&
ou'who 'are to be honored. todsy are not as other college
graduates, You have been trained in a university dedicated
to the building of faith in the restored Gospel of the Lord
' Jesus Christ. It is an institution which declares fearlessly
that all sound knowledge achieves its highest value when
used in accordance with Gospel laws, It announces further
that its prime objective is to serve gll mankind by training
its students for service in the Church and Kingdom of Gode
You, therefore, recipients of the favors of Brighem Young
University, are expected to go out into the world of practical
affairs, not only for your temporal support, but to teach
all men of the Gospel philosophy, the only one which leads
to real lhmman happiness, You are to go forth "mot . . . ©0
be teught; but to teach the children of men; Yhat this
Church is the authoritative possessor, conservator amnd
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and expounder of Gospel truth, If on this memorable day of your
lives you are not filled with abundant faith in the restored
Gospel and a vigorous desire to teach it to the world, you
have failed, and the University has failed also to meet the
purpose for which this institution—e great in scholgrship
and traditions—- was founded and is being maintained,

As college men you should be readily distinguished in
the world of men, First, your minds have been opened to
kmowledee and its use., You have been taught above most men
the vast knowledze~possessions of menkind, You know or should
know more than the average man, Then, in the course of your
search for knowledge, your faculties have been trained for
accuracy., You are therefore better able than your fellows
to distinguish between truth and error, Finally, you stand,
or should stand, head and shoulders above your fellows in
love of truth; a love strong enough to enable you to battle
down error though it means the surrender of gvery cherished
false tradition or false ideal, By these and other marks
the college man, and for that matter correct education, may
be recognized everywhere,

Such men, so trained, the fraternity of educated men,
of necessity detem :fhe future course of human history.
The forces.of nature, seen and unseen, M their hands,
Properly used, their power brings the blessings of peace;
nisused, the horrors of war. The building of a bridge or the
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pedng of a cannon employ the seme forces. That places a tre-

gendous responsibility upon the college man, He dar not be as

other men, He must be an ideel which men of lesser opportunities

strive to attain,
Your life's battle must be sgainst errcr, all untruth, and

for a1l truth, The horrors of war, fomine, poverty and pestilenct

--c11 the world's sorrows——will venish only by the triumph of

truth, And this battle will be won only by religion, not byethic

Ethics, though it mey be & philosophy of conduct, is not

religion, Ethics provides for the safe association of human
beings; it is basically selfish; its aim is self-preservation; it

has no need of God, nor claims Him, Religion also secures &
as it seéks

happy and safe association of men; but it is unselfish
| to serve others, It declares the existence of God, and men's

relationship to Him, Ethics may decleim against stealing, for if

nen were allowed to steal, amarchy would soon rule a commani tye
Religion declaims against theft because the Lord of truth, who
loves all his children equelly, thundered out of Sinai, "Thou

shalt not steal," The principles of religion are derived from

God; and a knowledge of the existence of God is the beginning
of religious wisdom, Religion differs from ethics as the day
from the shadowy evening,

Let me cell your attention to five battle fronts in the

moral arena, perhaps the most importent, on which you will find
if you are true to the jdeals of the Brigham

yourself in action,

Young University,
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Your first battle for truth will probably be with the
intolerable religious confusion in the world, Religion is
peld by many good pecple to be a personal philesophy, built
py the individual, without reference to inverieble law, And
s in face of the fact that in every classroom and labor-

ry science, there are taught unchanging relatione
which ere as the foundation af%

thi
atory, in eve
ships, laws if you choose,

frame-work of a house. Science is an orderly,

laws of nature; religion often seems to be mon-made or made

by oneself,

True, men claim to believe; but there is no unity among

them even in fundementals. A pathetic exemple is the book

I Believe, published in 1939, which gives the life philosophies,

of twenty-nine eminent, living men and
historians,

witten by themselves,

women, World figures they are--scientists,

novelists, philosophers, eXplorers, artists--tut no two agree

Only one mentions God. Their

essays form an unsurpassed crazy-quilt of vague thought and
trained to know that

on the deep issues of life.

lawless beliefs, A college mal,
ence and system into which

these distinguished

immteble laws permeate eVery scl
he has dipped, is asked to believe bY

"Believers," that in building & philosophy of
every person mey set Up

life, in

establishing a men's religlon,

his own law, if lew indeed be needed. The sntellect of the

college men should rebel against such statements, His
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spirit should resent such offerings. And I would warn the
b college man that such a religion, mn—made)without reference
to universel law, is a helpless philosophy of life, and a '
dangerous guide to action. A safe philosophy of life must
be anchored to immutable law,

Such intolersble religious confusion mey in part be due

to our faulty system of education which, until rather
recently, has had a deadly fear of religion on the college
campus, though it has fondled and loved unmentionable
sberrations of thought in comfortgble classrooms, All right-
minded citizens desire to preserve our constitutional
provision for religious liberty, but religious common sense
mist replace religious nonsense; and do not forget that non-
sense remains the same though dressed in cap and gown. 16 o
the college man is to assume proper leadership among men,
his religion must be lewful end understenble to so-called
common men, Algo, let us not forget that though we are

college men, there are more who have not had our opportunities,
vithout whose intelligent cooperation our efforts in life

will fail,
I am quite aware of the cry that a philosophy of life
mst be e personal matter. And I reply thé.t our philosophies
D of 1life, as all other acceptable concerns of life, the sciences
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pigsics and chemistry are not personal matters except as we

yse theme 1t is unthinksbe that religion should be so
'Wentally different from all other human affairs,

Close upon the heels of religious confusion is a second
weny of religion, It is called doubt, and is usually
iressed up as an adjunct to progress, There comes & time
shen the college man half believes thet to be reelly academic
se mst be in 2 constent condition of doubt, In the minds
of meny otherwise seme scholars, doubt has been so enthroned
s to demend that everything must be doubted, including
existence itself., This isa mi sunderstanding of the spirit
which has given us
Galileo,

' of free inquiry, the search for truth,
' science and the best in our modern civilization.
Aristotelian lews of falling
nes from the leaning
long. He resolved

ve nay be sure, doubted the

boddes when he dropped the femous sto
tower of Pisa. But his doubt did not remain

it by experiment, and his doub® venished, Joseph Smith

vas in doubt, but he soon resolved it by préyere
fle doubt the presence of

yellow flakes in 1% since
¢ that the flakes

Doubt mesns uncertainty.
gold in the ore though there are

the evidence is insufficient %0 convince W
¢ from & lack of evidence. Intelli-

endure such doubte
of the presence of gold in

&re gold, Doubt arise
It must be

) gent people can not long

resolved, Proof gust be secured
the ore, Consequently we get about to remove doubt by
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gathering information and making tests concerning the subject
in question. Doubt therefore can be and should be only a
temporery condition. A question cemnot forever be suspended
between heaven and earth; it is either answered or unanswered,
In either case, it is no longer in doubt, but is placed
either with the things we know or with the things not yet
known, In other words, doubt, which ever is or should be a
pessing condition, must never itself be an end, Doubt as
an objective of life is an intellectual as well as a
spiritual offense,

The strong man is not afraid to say "I do not know,"
The week men simpers and answers "I doubt," Doubt, unless
tranemuted inte inquiry, has no value or worth in the world,
Of itself, it has never lifted a brick, driven a nail, or
turned a furrow, To take pride in being a doubter, without
earnestly seeking to remove the doubt, is to revé.ljk.
shallowmess of thought and purpose, Men live by certainty;
ad certainty, however slight, has lifted the world out of
darkness into light, One known fact is worth an oceen of
doubt., The stagnant doubter, content with himself, un-
willing to make the effort, to pay the price of discovery,
inevitably reaches unbelief and miry darkness, His doubts
grow like poisonous mushrooms in the dim shadows of his
mental and spiritual chembers, At last, blind like the
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mole in his burrow, he usually substitutes ridicule for reason,
and indolence for labor, He joins the unhappy army of doubters
vho, weakened by their doubts, have allowed others, men of
faith, to move the world into increesing light, And do not
forget, that if we seek, we shall forever add kmowledge to
imowledge. That which seems dark today may be crystal clear
tomorrow. In the search for truth and progress, lasting

doubt is e an ugly monster, silencing all lman powers, The
doubter, the agnostic, is but a nuisance in the building of
civilization, In searching his religious heart, doubt will

E vanish from the college man and all others if they but seek

b with all their might the evidence upon which faith is built,
In the battle for religious truth a third problem is
frequently met., One heers everywhere of the "scientific
method" of scquiring knowledge, Men are often overawed by
the phrase, Yet seldom is its meening fully explained, The
"scientific method" is simply the method of common sense in
discovering truth, It uses the process of investigation,
instead of imagination alone, It will not declare a woman
to be a witch until she is actually seen riding her broom-
stick through the air to meet "his Satanic majesty.," In
essence, it means merely that acceptable knowledge must,
' first, be based on direct evidence through the senses of
man, and, secondly, on evidence susceptible of repetition

by other observers.
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The scientific method has mede possible the intellectual
and material progress of the last three centuries, ZIvery

college classroom is permeated, and properly so, with this

method of seekdng for truth, 'ﬁ::,/is indeed the distinguishing
Wi Madern St -

merk of gkd.ern learning, A wever, since the fruits of this

method of inquiry, in the reccent growth of science, especially

in physical fields, have been so0 many and so serviceable tc man,
science, itself, has often become arrogant and proud, claiming
powers and position beyond its duef. Anything not issuing
from scientific laboratories is of ten pooh-poohed as unworthy
of serious consideration, Men have forgotten that, however
sound a method may be in the pursuit of knowledge, the results
obtained come by the aid of man-made instruments, through
humen senses, That is, science itself is in a sense man-
made, and all the imperfections of humen powers are reflected
in the bedy of science, Science is trustworthy only as the
observers and their senses are trustworthy,

The body of learning obtained by the use of the scientific
method consists of two parts: facts of observation, and
explanations of the facts so gathered, often known as infer-
ences, hypotheses, or theories, The accuracy of science is
measured, as to facts, by the degree of perfection of the

genses, and as to explanations, by the clearness of human

thought,
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The senses of men are greatly limited, A beloved friend
a few hundred feet away is but one of hundreds, indistinct
passing figures. The common speech of man becomes but a
confused murmur a short distance awsy. So with the other
senses, Further, no pairs of eyes see exactly alike., No
matter how careful and honest the observers are, the moon is
not of the same size to them, nor the length of a measured
stick, Knowing this, men of science devise instruments to
assist their senses and mske repeated observations of the
same phenomenon, and then seek other observers to check the
findings, Even then, the final result is only an average of
observetions made, approaching the full truth, Ever? com=
petent scientist is aware, often painfully, of these limita-
tions, the margins of error, placed upon the senses of man,
but he continues to work on with the powers at his command
tmrd?higher degree of accuracy.

Scientific explanations, products of thoughtful reflection
and reasoning upon observed facts, are often nothing more
than shrewd guesses or good probebilities. As new facts are
obtained, the explanastions usually change. A straight stick
prlaced in a glass of water looks bent, The explanation of
this phenomenon has changed several times in the history of
science, The facts of observation are much more trustworthy
then the explanations, inferences or theories, of the facts,
Many unnecessary difficulties have been set up and muach real
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damage has been done by the careless confusion of facts and
inferences., Teachers, especially, should distinguish between
facts end inferences, when dealing with immature minds. For
exsmple, the law of evolution, that all nature is in process
of change, is a fact of observation; but the theory of evo-
lution, relating to the common origin of life, is but an
inference, subject to chenge as new facts appear, The age of
the earth, the origin of life, and a score of similar problems,
often hotly discussed, are all in the realm of hypothesis,
so far as science is concerned, Cocksureness in science is a
mark of the immature, often self-deceived worker with nature,
Those who have moved man's knowledge and control of nature
forward, and greatly, have always stood humbly before the
inexhaustible ocean of the unknown which they are trying to
explore, When the credentials of science are examined, the
claims of religion seem more credible than ever, In fact
there is good reason to claim for religion a validity far
above that of certain corners of science, The college men
searching out his religion, may well ponder the degree of
trustworthiness of science,

And, let the college man remember that in the vast
universe in which we live there are meny fields not yet
touched by science; and there are many powers of inquiry

possessed by man not yet employed in scientific laboratories,
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In our day, men are foolish to think that we are even near
the 1limits of knowledge, and more foolish to hold that the
innate human powers of inquiry have been fully utilized, As
I read the scisnce of the day we stand upon the very thres-
hold of a new era, in which paychical and, related fields,
16ng ignored by science, will be. effplored for the great bene-
fit of humanity, The spiritual realm has been ignored,
tnough every pe‘gwknows that it exists, and that there is
power j'ﬁ‘ﬂ Little by little, m:,m/w;i? ?;n power,
will conf{rm the facts and demands of religion., The college
man should not allow himself to be overawed by the method and
claims of science and thus meet defeat in teaching religion
to a careless world,

As a fourth error, the question is often raised in
academic and outside circles, concerning the existence of an
unseen world, In fact, it has been fashionable by some to
deny belief in the existence of any world that may not be
recognized directly by the physical senses of man, To change
that error will be part of your life's task, They who deny
the reality of the unseen world are behind the times.
Materialism has had its short dsy., While it lived, darkness,
sorrow and confusion ruled in the hearts of men, Now,
materialism has been laid low by the overwhelming experience
of humanity, The vast majority of the findings of science
deal with a world beyond human senses, Perhaps molecules
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may become visible, but atoms and electrons belong to the
invisible world, The winding of an armature we may see, but
the energy transformations that lead to the electric lighting
of this hall are of another world, to which our senses have
no direct entrance, Take away the knowledge derived from
the unseen world, and there would be left & small, pitiful
crust of science, Any textbook on any branch of human learn-
ing will confirm th:}t statement, Perhaps the most glorious
result of scientific investigation is the conviction that
the unseen world exists, and that it is inexhaustible, so
that man may go forward, adding knowledge to knowledge,
drawing eternally upon the unseen fount, Moreover, the
inner experiences of all men confirm the belief in an unseen
world, The evidence for an unseen world, through prayer, is
as convincing as any scientific fact of cbservation, Faith,
properly defined, is not peculiar to religion; science has
need of faith, for it deals with invisible realities. The
college man may safely teach faith, knowing that every branch
of science, carefully analyzed, has its own faith, within
its own field, but of the same quality, "We walk by faith,"
in science as in religion, Our definition of religion
should be extended to include all knowledge, and thereby
to make science a part of it. Certainly, in view of the
world's best knowledge, the college man has no ground for

surrendering his belief in an unseen world,
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«<——\any & men driven by clear thought %o accept the

£undsmentals of religion, yeb nesitates to believe that the
uniIVerse is dominated by purposeful personal intelligence.

It is curious that,despite the accumilation of knowledge con-
cerning the Universe, there jurks on many a college campus,
in many a college classrom,in the hearts of thousands of good
people, the belief that the earth with its jnhabitents and the
universe beyond, are not directed by intelligence, but are as
it were, a.,ﬁe -::Ioving)une@lainable gystem, This smacks of

—

self-importance, or of an unwillingness to use human experience
in straight thinking. This view is but a negation in another
form of the unseen world, & declaration for a materialistic
universe, and a denial of the existence of God, In fairness,
it must be said that among those who do most, and kmow most,
there are but few who deny the intelligent direction of the
universe., Some small fry stir up the waters of unbelief in
which they swim, They of profounder understanding do not
deny the possibility of intelligence in the works of nature,
and most of them unhesitatingly declare that the evidence of
intelligent operations in nature is beyond cavil or doubt,
Science displays the universe as under never deviating
law and order, We live under a "reign of law." No men-made
system can compare with the orderliness of the universe in

which we "live and move and have our being," Moreover, the

order of the universe ever points to a purpose--something to
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pe accomplished--an act of thought. In recent years eminent
students of universal conditions have been forced repeatedly
to this conclusion, For example, Sir Jemes Jeans, world
famous physicist, declares his well kmown conviction that our
universe is one of thought, and contimes, "If the universe
is a universe of thought, then its creation must have been
en act of thought;" and then amplifies his argument by
declaring that the very olements of the universe "Compel us,
of themselves, to picture creation as an act of thought."

He adds further that "The universe begins to look more like
a great thought then like 2 mechine," (The Mysterious
Universe, p. 14, 148) The conclusion is irresistible that
shere there is thought there mst be a thinker. So Arthur
Stanley Eddington, world-renowned astronomer says: "It is,

I think, of the very essence of the unseen world that the
conception of personality should dominate it." (Science and

the Unseen World, p. 50)
Did time permit, jnnumerable statements from our present

day leaders in scientific achievement could be marshelled

to support the belief that the universe is an intelligent
one, directed by a supreme intelligence. The facts of
experience all point to that conclusion. After all,
Voltaire touched bottom when he said, "If God did not exist,
it would be necessary to invent him," If there be an unseen

world, who can with safety deny the existence of intelligent
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personages in that unseen univex:seT
You, trained in Brigham Young University, know thet the
God of heaven and earth, is a D rsonal Bein_g, our Father, by r’F

G WA @4 w%mm; digu_'bzﬁ
whom we were begotten before ear existence,

: i ﬁbw
4  Arevealed Himself to mortel men. Thetiwe mast teach to all the
world, . s
Ypliaky 1t
These ere some of the untruth!s/\that you must batter down,
for man's happiness, as you travel life's road, Do it

prayerfully, courageously, meking truth the goal rather than

the approbation of men, and your reward will transcen#l eny
effort you mey make%,nstead of a lawless confused philosophy
of life, will come to you and others a religion anchored to
the everlasting reelities of life. Instead of dark doubt
will come a living faith shedding light upon all of life's
endeavors, The methods employed by intelligent, reasoning
men will be shown to belong to religion as to all other human
concerns., Instead of icy materialism will come the spiritual
kingdom with kindly, conquering warmth, And instead of en
unintelligent, machine-made universe, will come the certain
knowledge of a living God, under whose intelligent plan of

love all things, all persons,are working out their destinies.

Thus peace will grow in human hearta., s MM VLZ&

ancarw oﬂ m:ieal of this great school, I

trust that you will meintain a sincere desire for truth;
live righteously, and commme with God on your knees, Then




the great awakening light will ever be with you, to guide

' you emong the devices of ¢ of evil that litter 'chs earth, &7
Wiy AR Wﬁ;

So I repeat the charge )on your ccmnencement day when
your alma mater sends you into the world of action! "You
are not sent forth to be taught; but to teach the children
of men the things which I have put into your hands by the

power of my spirit., And ye are to be taught from on high,"
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THE COLLEGE MAN AND RELIGION 20
(Umversity of Arizona, March 10, 1940)

The invitation to address you this evening carried with it
the suggestion that I discuss The I_Qollege Men end Religion. I
an glad to comply, since there_{_ﬁl:l be no more important theme
for the consideration of cgl e;ge men. The phase of the subject
which I have chosen to _pf;sent may not be the usual onej yet
T trust it may not fgéf;.ns@propriate to this occasion, Let me
speak as a collegéi.mm to college men—-, in plain English, s :
freed from philosophical abstractions. And let me hope that
those present who are not college trained may find some profit

in my yémarke. Education may be won outside éa\well as inside

# colLée wa.lls. ]

Al collese mén should be resdily distinguished in the world
of men, First, his 'mind: hag\been opened to hzow]fdge?%e hasy
been taught above most other men the vast kmowledge~possessions
of menkind, EHe knows or should know more then the average man,
Then, in the course of his search for knowledge,hts\factﬂties
have been trained for accuracye Be is therefore better able
than gslfellows to distinguish between truth and error.
Finally, he stands,or should stand,head and shoulders sbove
hi-s fellows in love of truth; a love strong enough %o enable
him to battle down error though it means the surrender of
every cherished false tradition or false jdeal, By these and
other marks the college man, Acorhfetg% education, may be

recognized everywheres

| RS
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Such men, so trained, the
necessity determine the future
forces of nature, seen and unse
used, their power brings the bl
horrors of war, The building o

cannon employ the same forces.

sibility upon the college man.

2 |
fraternity of educated men, of

course of human history. The

en, are in their hands, Properly
essings of peace; misused, the
f a bridge or the making of a
That places a tremendous respon=

He dare not be as other men.

He must be the ideal which men of lesser

opportunities strive

to attain,
xmowledge is perhaps the chief respon-
Knowledge of

The correct use of

sibility of the educated man, as of all men.
itself has little value. Only when used,does it blossom into %lﬁ
sccording to the msnner of its use. The 'f_-

to go beyond the gathering /

life,. good or bad,

failure of scientific men thanselves,

of lmowledge)mto the field. of use, has bee:n as & curse upon

the last three hundrad. arsg~the period in wh.ich our civil-

ization has been built,. have heen content to

L

|

TNT may be made, am? 1et others direct the use of Khe explosive.

S

Within the last few years, the ly of this procpdure has

(paprira WA
become so evident, that in assembLéd, the discoverers
in science have agreed to take a hand, and, a strong one,

gs, of their dis-

securing the proper use, for human

: ,
coveriet. ,\;er College man can approach t

religion only by

iJf'._é

the use of the imowledge he
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Mfmamxlﬁgrmn}%ngion mst be the most
important concern,.es of every man, if all shall be well with
the race, This is so’firat,hecause a man's religion is made
wp of ‘his beliefs; and a man's actions are determined by his
peliefs, A men's religion ahd his conduct are as the two
gideg”of the hand,whigh "élwa.vs act in unison, Therefore, the
Honest man probebly ;believes in the ten commendments, the
dishonest man does not; the kind men beiievesmstbr{;lon '
; | A
on the Mount, the unkind one does not; the reverent man
beli_evés in God, the blasphemous one does not.

Moreover, a man's religion,alone,answera the deep questions

., within the human heart; and explains lifege the life of birth

and death and of successive days on earth, Every person,
college man or nob, asks"ﬂhence did I come? Why em I here

on earth? and Where shall I go after death? Answers to these
questions, with those pertaining to conduct, alone give the
inward peace that all desire. A man's religion jthen,becones
nis life's philosophy, & guide to his conductyand an explainer,
in part at leas’o’of the mystery of life. So far, such
questions of religion are panished from discussion in_aéademic
classrooms. Religion -musb-secure -‘rmgli%z?;;%est it-cen,
in_competition with the-meny subjects:to which regular end
extended-attention ig" given in-our .scheme-of publkic

sducation, A M
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% - A man's religion becomes a standard of reference, by
=
whi

o v

d, ) Ethics, though it may be a
philosophy of conduct, is not religion., Ethics provides for
the safe association of human beings; it is basically selfish;
itcaim is self-preservation; it has no need of God, nor claims
Him, Religion also secures a happy and safe association of
men; but it is unselfish u—tbe—degoe—bh;ﬁt%r?en others,

A
ugfdeclares the existence of God, and man's relationship to
Him, Ethics may declaim against stealing, for if men were
allowed to steal, anarchy would soon rule a commnity. Religion
declaims ageinst theft because the Lord thundered out of Sinai’
"Phou shalt not steal." The principles of religion are derived
from God; end a knowledge of the existence of God is the
beginning of religious wisdom, Religion differs from ethics

as the day from the mwdaﬁx%

ch all conduct may be measured, Shall I keep the five
dollar bill accidentally dropped in the dusk by a lady walking
ahead of me on the sidewalk; or shall I return it to her? I
refer to my religion, the echo of Sinai is in my ears, and I
hurry on to return the money to its owner, Without religion
utter ch_g.os would rule among men; and a greater chaos in the
souls"'a} men.,
The college ma.n. earnestly seeking W

ﬂmw to preserve the- religion brought with him

to the_,_campus. is soon con_;_froﬁted with serious difficulties.
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He meets with & wider knowledge, new thoughts, inﬂee‘;__ a new
D world, _He does not a.]:ways recognize the pitfalls into which
tbe/unwary may fali.

The help thez} ,neécied is the occasion for such campus
groups as the on'; under the suspices of which this meeting is
held, y students, unaided or misguided in ';heir religious
sy&ch/:::fer 2 soulmsorrowg that pe_r'éists through life.

Iaet. me call attention to five offerings of untruth,
mﬁ-ﬁlea may I call them, which,u@ly masked,are likely to

appear on every campus to unsebtle religious faith,

o Eerhaps the firat ahock femd by the young college
3 stud.enii, tho Binetisirdle 5 oroaty-be-the o P i, ey
" intolersble religious confusion WM:‘B
snd-fellow studenbs, Religion is held by many good people to
be a personal philosophy, built by the individual)without
reference to invariable law. And this in face of the fact

that in every classroom and laboratory, in every science, there
are taught unchanging relationships, lews if you choose, which
are as the foundation and frame-work of a house, Science is an |
orderly derivation of laws of nature; religion ILsec-:ms; to be

men-made or made by oneself.
True, men claim to believe; but there is no unity among

them éven in fundamentals. A pathetic example is the book

I Believe (64 Bgz eves. .thq,ws?nﬂ}ﬁﬁlaigFM639£~cﬁtﬂn
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emiiént-tien snd momen-of cur-fimee;s Cliffon Fediman, editor,
Simen _énd’Schustery 1939) mmﬁ!r'publisher\ll;hich gives the
life philosoph{ﬂ%ty nine eminent, living men end women.
World figures they are—-scientiesta, historians, novelists,
philosophers, explorers, artiste=-but no twe agree on the deep
jesues of life, Only one mentions God, Their essays form an
unsurpassed crazy-quilt of vague thought and lawless beliefs.
A college men, trained to know that immteble laws permeate
every science and system into which he has dipped, is asked to
believe by these distinguished Believers," that in building &
philosophy of life, in establishing a man's religion)every
person may set up his own lew, if law indeed be needed. The
intellect of the college m{i»rﬁéiell against such statements.

His spirit resent§ such offerings. And I would warn the college lI
Ilm Wadl RNY % -8
man that m.nnda.and_aeli-made religim}Rs a helpless Wiy |
law |
philosophy of life, and & dangerous guide to action. A safe
philosophy of life must be anchored to immuteble law,
Such intolerable religious confusion may in part be due
K
to our 7 ed on ch, until rather recently, s
faumK :gati which til rathe tly, has had
a deadly fear of religion on the college campus, though it has
fondled and loved unmentionable aberrations of thought in

counfor able classrx a.s\leligio s common sense must replace

religious nonsense; and do not forget that nonsense remains the
seme though dressed in cap and govm. If the college man is

to assume proper lesderchip among men, his religion must be
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1 zwful end understandsble 'to’(émon men, Also, let us not
o it Wi

ad wWv M

L', n( Ay
*‘ Y '\dressed up 28 en adjunct to progre
when the college man half believes

AL

and his doubt vanished. o

Doubt means uncertainty. Ve

dropped the ‘famous stones from the leening tower of Pisa.

[ Mﬁfﬁet that though we are college men, there are more
mthout whose intelligent cooperation our efforts

in life will i‘ailfﬁ' I am quite aware of the cry that a sereentl
philosophy of 1ife must be 2 personal matter. And I reply that
our philosophies of 1life, as all other acceptable concerns of
1ife, the sciences end the arts, must rest upon unchanging
principles of truth., Physics and chemistry are not personal

thersy 1t is unthinkable that religion should be sO

fundamentally different from ell other mman affairs. . LU F

,J" i ol
Atnother enenv to religion, M aﬁoubt ) )

ss, There comes & time

that to be really academic

he must be in & constent condition of doubt, In the minds

of many otherwise sane scholgers, doubt has peen so enthroned
as to demand that everything must be doubted, including
existence itselfe This is a mi sunderstending of the spirit of
free inquiry, the gearch for truth,which nas given us science
end the best in our modern civilization. Galileo, we msy be

sure, doubted the Aristotelian 1aws of falling bodies when he

But

hie doubt did nob remain long. He resqlved it by experiment,

-

doubt the presencé of gold‘

in the ore though there are yellow flekes in it, since the
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evidence is insufficient to convince us that the flakes are
gold. Doubt arises from a lack of evidence. Intelligent
people cen not long endure such doubt. It must be resolved.
Proof must be secured of the presence of gold in the cre,
Consequently we set about to remove doubt by gathering infor-
mation and making tests concerning the subject in question.
Doubt therefore cen be and should be only a temporary condition,
A question can not forever be suspended between heaven end earth;
it is either snswered or unanswered, In either case, it is
no longer in doubt, but is placed either with the things we
know or with the things not yet lmown. In other words, doubt,
which ever is or should be a passing condition, must never
itself be zn end, Doubt as an objective of life is an
intelléctual as well as a spiritual offense.

The strong men is not afraid to say "I do not know,"
The wesk men simpers and answers "I doubt." Doubt, unless
transmuted into inquiry, has no value or worth in the world.
Of itself’it has never lifted a brick, driven a nail,or turned
a furrow, To take pride in being a doubter, without earnestly
seeking to remove the doubt, is %o reveal shallowness of thought
and purpose, Men live by certeinty; and certeinty, however
slight, has lifted fhe world out of darkness into light., One
known fact is worth an ocean of doubt, The stagnant doubter,
content with himself, unwilling to make the effort, to pay
the price of discovery, inevitably reaches unbelief and
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giry darknese, His doubts grow 1like poisonous mushrooms in 8
| the dim shadows of his mental and spiritual chamberss At
' Last, blind like the mole in his burrow, he asually substitutes
ridicule for reason, and indolence for 1abore He joins the
unhappy a.rnw of doubters who, weakened by thelr doubts, have
sllowed others, men Of faith, to move the world into increasing
light, And do not forget, that if we seek, We shall forever
add knowledge to xnowledge. That which seems dark today
% be crystal clear tomorroWe. .

A.nq/so, in oyr'.- s-eai'ch for religion, doubt must be lost in

inquiry, Doubt which immediately leads %0 honest inquirys and

) 'ﬁhere;w”’removes iteelf, is wholesome doubte t doubt which
f}dﬂs and grows upon itsel:f. and with stubborn indolenee

mm&doubgm ) In tha search for truth and

progress, lasting doubt is a8 an ungly monster, silencing

all human powers., The doubter, the agnostic, is but 2

nuisence in the building of ciyihzation. In searching his

Wil Ay g L AR if@"\

religious heart, z\b N college
but seek with all*ﬁh( might the evid.ence upon which faith is

i

RP}J g,.l‘.}' |

built, :
Mc&lw s Mroblem,&m&her
: oyews s
mrdle, which he mst—-m-}ve;in his" religious progresse eVl
.J’ hears everywhere of the scient-lfic method of acquiring kmow=

ledge. Soen_he—i-s overacWed. by the phrase. Yot seldom is its

i g ",
nesning fully expleinede Tnescientific method 18 simply the

l
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method of common sense in discovering truth. It uses the
process of 1nvestigation, instead of imagipatigé:‘b ft will
not declare a woman to be a witch until she is actually seen
riding her broomstick through the air to meet'his Setenic
ma,jaaty:' In essence, it meens merely that accepteble know-
ledge must, first, be based on direct evidence through the
senses of men, and, secondly, M;évid.ence g susceptible
of repetition by other cbservers.

The scientific method has made possible the intellectual
and materiel progress of the last three centuries, Every
college classroom is permeated, and properly so, with this
method of secking for truth, It is indeed the distinguishing
mark of modern learning, However, since the fruits of this
method of inquiry, in the recent growth of science, especially
in physical fields, have been soO many and so servicesble to man,
science, itselfyhas often become arrogent and proud, cleiming
powers and position beyond its dues, Anything not issuing
from scientific laboratories is often pooh~poched as unwor thy
of serious consideration, Men have forgotten thatyhowever
<ound & method may be in the pursuit of imowledge, the
results obtained come by the aid of men-made iftstruments,
through humen senses, That is, science itselfmi:ﬁmmade.

and all the imperfections of humen powers are reflected in

the body of science, Science is trustworthy only as the

observers and their senses are trustworthy.
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The body of learning obtained by the use of the scientific

method consists of two partst facts of observation, and {
explanations of the facts so gathered, often known as 1nferenoe5 :
or theories, The accuracy of science is meamzrod’a,s to facts,
by the degree of perfection of the senses, and as to explan-
ations, by the clearness of human thought.

The senses of men are greatly limited. A beloved friend
a few hundred feet away is but one of hundreds, indistinct
passing figures. The common speech of man becomes but a con=-" |
fused murmur a short distance away. S0 with the other senses.
Further, no pairs of eyes see exactly alike, No matter how N
careful and honest the observers are, the moon is not of the /
seme size to them, nor the 1ength of a1 moasu.red stick,
Knowing this, men ot‘%x_ 0 oemtions of
the same phenomenon, end then seek other observers to check

the findings, Even then, the final result is only an average

of observations made, approaching the full truth, Every com=

petent scientist is aware, often painfully, of these limite~

v
+ions plaoed. upon the senses of mane Ty M =t Y

Instruments, such as the telescope and. miopeeeopa,m

VY
o

to the senses, are made by human hand/s znd 1lie under doﬁ.nite {
and \ often serious limitations. Distortions of lensés, Tre=-
fleotions from mirros, coloréd fringes, reduc accuracy

of telescope and microscope. The most fundsmental constants

. of “science are not absolutely correct. There is always a
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margin of error, The true /scﬁntist this and works _Ign)
’ with the powers at:._ ,hé:ﬁ’&omand,t epds a higher d.egraa‘"gf

et - ,./
Scientific explanations, products of thoughtful reflection

and reasoning upon observed facts, are often nothing more than
shrewd guesses Or good probsbilities., /snew facts are obtained,
the explanations usually change., A straight stick placed in a
glass of water looks bent, The expleanation of this phenomenon
has changed several times in the history of science. The
facts of observation are much more trustworthy than the
explanations, inferences or theories, of the facts, Many ‘
unnecessary difficulties have been set up and much real damage

m has been done by the c&nﬁess confusion of facts and inferences.
Teacher‘c*.‘especially, should distinguish between facts and infer-
ences, when dealing with immature minds., For exemple, the law
of évolution, that all nature is in process of chenge, is a
fact of obsemtiori; but the theory of evolution, relating to
the common origin of life, is but an inference, subject to
change as new facts appear, The age of the earth, the origin
of life, and a score of similar problems, often hotly discussed,
are all in the realm of hypothesis, so far as science is con=-
cerned. Cocksureness in science is a mark of the immature,

a often self-deceived worker with nature, Those who have moved
men's knowledge and control of nature forward, and greatly,
heve always stood humbly before the inexhaustible ocean of the
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unknown which they are trying to explore, When the credentials
of science are exsmined, the claims of religion seem more
credible than ever. In fact there is good reason to claim
for religion a validity far above that of certain corners of
science. The college men searching out his religion, may well
ponder the degree of trustworthiness of science.

A fine, highly trained lover of truth once said in a
hurried moment: "In science, every experience of one ;vorher /

' may bé repeated. by another to prove its truth,” I cannot reﬁeat
the religious experiences of others, therefore I cannot accepﬁ 'I
them, and they seem mscimtific." ‘I‘he concluaion was
erroneous, Had/he approached the quest as the other man did, \

b the result would have been\the seme, Any man who will seek
with desire, prayer, study,la:iﬁ the ‘;)raﬁti.cev of rii.g:fcecmsner:sss~ ;
will receive the certﬁj k::ow(ledge fthat God lives{ !\ messagje
may not come in pregisely the seme form, but it will come. A \
chemist may mix h:l; chemicals in vessglg of porcelain, gold or

‘i platéf.nn, in dishes square, round or oblong) but if the chemica]&s‘

are alike, the final reaction is the seme, and that is the vitel

metter, The college man must not be deceived by scientific {i\

speciousness, (
And, let the college man remember thet in the vast

universe in which we live there aore many fields not yet

-

touched by science; and there are many powers of inguiry

possessed by man not yet employed in scientific laboratories,
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In our dzy, men are foolish to think that we are even near the'
limits of knowledge, and more foolish %o hold that the innate

hunan plowers of inquiry have been fully utilized. As I

read the science of the day we stand upon the very threshold

of a new )ﬁra, in which psychical and related fields, long

ignored by science, will be explored for the great benefit of

humanity, « Little by little,man, through his own powers, will

confirm the facts and demands of religion. The College man |

should not allow himself to be overawed 'by the method and

claims of science and thus meet defeat i.n religionﬁr o Saad el iw\%
Hourth«-hurdle placed before.the college men inhis

religious uaat -fs @he question often-raised in academic fnd.

\circles, concerning the existence of an unseen world, In

fact, it has become fashionable % some ebweres to deny belief

in the existence of any world that may not be recognized (

directly by the pl'Wsical senses of man. /x ﬂ‘*’ LWL
F - Y b

are 'behind the times.

terialism has had its short day. While it lived, darkmess,
sorrow and confusion ruled in the hearts of men, Now,
mterialisn has been laid low by the overwhelming experience
of humanity, The vast majority of the findings of science
deal with a world beyond human senses. Perhaps molecules may
become visible, but atoms and electrons belong to the invisible
world. The winding of en armature we umay See, but the energy

tmnsformations]&hat lead to the electric lighting of this hall,
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are of another world,to which our senses hg no direct
entrance, Take away mu,knowledge derived from the unseen
worldyand there would be left a small, pitiful crust of science,
Any ’cex%amr branch of human learning will confirm that
statement, Perhaps the most glorious result of scientific
investigation is the conviction that the unseen world exists,
and that it is inexhanstible)so that men may go forwerd, adding
knowledge to knowledge, drawing eternally upon the unseen fount,
Moreover, the inner experiences of all men confirm the belief
in an unséen world, The evidence for an unseen world, through

prayer, is as convincing as any scientific fact of observation,

Faith, properly defined, is not peculiar to religion; science

) has need of faith, for it daals with invisible realities,

The college men may safely octabtish faith, knowing that every
branch of science, carefully analyzed, has its own faith,
within its own field, but of the same quality, "We walk by
faith“’ in science as in religion, Rasbens fur definition of
religion should be extended to include all knowledge, and
thereby to make science a part of it, Certainly, in view of

the world's best knowledge, the College man has no ground for »
pr Al RN

surrer;}i,ering his beliff in a.n unseen world.

2 2 Ve dvwie. |

%&&MM desire m
'

the u:;u.verse is dominated by'{’purposeful ntelligence. 3/,

,ﬂespite the accumilation of knowledge concerning the

Universe, there lurks on many a college campus, in many a
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college classroom,)the belief that the earth with its inhsbit-

ants and the universe beyond, are not directed by intelligence,
but are as it were, a self-movittﬂ'hsystem. This smacks of

- sel].f-importance_,_ or of an mwillingness‘fbﬂ"’inmen experience
| bo-think straight; The—college nsn-in-the=field-of-religion

Bmast—hewever-take notice~of ﬁs viewe~2$5 is but a negation
in another form of the unseen world, a declaration for a
materialistic univers!l.,and a denial of the existence of God.
In fairness)it must be sfid that among those who do most)

and know most, there arer__:}ew who deny the intelligent direction
of the universe, Some smell fry stirg up the waters of
unbelief in which they swim, They of profounder maderstanding
do not deny the possibility of intelligence in the works of
nature, and most of them unhesitatingly declare that the
evidence of intelligent operations in nature a‘is beyond cavil
or doubt,

Science displays the universe as under never deviating law
and order. We live under a "reign of law," No men-made system
can compare with the orderliness of the universe in vhich we
"l1ive and move and have our being." Moreoverr the order of the
universe ever points to a purpose--something to be accomplished
—-an act of thought, In recent years eminent students of
universal conditions have been forced repeatedly to this
conclusion, For exemple, Sir James Jeans, world famous

A
physicist, declares his)Lcorwiction that our universe is
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one of thought, and continues, "If the universe is 2 universe
of thought, then its crea.tion mst have been an act of thought;"
and then coamue‘s his argument by declaring that the very
elements of the universe "Compel us, of themselves, to picture
creation as an act of thought," He adde further that "The
universe begins to look more like a greet thought than like a
mechine." (The Mysterious Universe, pP. 144, 148) The

conclusion is irresistible that where there is thought there
must be 2 thinker, So Arthur Stanley Eddington, world-
renowned astronomer seys: Wit ig, I think, of the very
egsence of the unseen world that the conception of

personslity should dominate it.," (Science end the Unseen

World, p. 50)

Did time permit, innumerable statements from our present
day leaders in scientific achievement could be marshalled
to support the belief that the universe is an intelligent one,
directed by a supreme intelligence. The facts of experience
all point to that conclusion, After all, Voltaire touched
vottom when he said, "If God did not exist, it would be
necessary to invent him. # If there be an unseen world)who
caen with safety d.eny the existence of intelligent personages

in thet unseen universe?

W 2
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with truth as.the goal-rether-than the approbation of-meny they
are easily surmountedy- The reward that. comes to those who

l ‘Instead of a lawless confused philosophy of life, comes a
religion anchored to the everlasting realities of life,
Instead of dark doubt comeg a living faith shedding light
upon 21l of life's endeavors, The methods employed by
intelligent, reasoning men ave shown to belong to religion

as to all other humen concerns. Instead of icy materialism

FL _comes the spiritual kingdom with kindly, conouering warmth,
And, inetead of an unintelligent, machine-made u\:zivere,e,-ufo;ms'r
the certain kmowledge of a living God, under whose intelligent
plan of love 2ll things, all persons,kive—aad-—meve-end—heve
gu;t- mw W Jhand VLR
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" . When the Gollege mén, with sincere d.es:.re to know
r,? ¥

1'.:‘1.1%,%@91:&:,E dcﬁ on his
D\ ;

light come toihim He mll then be gm.d.ed. amidst

Igt tter tg ea.rt’kkF Every d.uty, in %

11 be d.one th greater satisfacti.o \R. 1

éees to commune with God, the great

;I*e will find hiy way to happiness. That is the
l d.e«i.‘gyre, as 1 understand i’.jof the group- which 1 }'Save the
privilege of addressing/th:.s evening. ‘May eweryone of you
here be greatly blessed in your search of truth,
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