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. PRESTDENT'S ADDRESS. DEC. 22, 1919,

This is 2 difficult day. Our old
traditions are erumbling. The world is
Seeking anxiously a safe anchorage for
the new mode of life thet will emerge
from the present chaos. OQur recent
calamities have convinced us, again,
that neither men nor communities ecan be
legislated into correct action and we
have come to believe that by sducation
only can a people be moulded.

Consequently, the schools are asked
to do 211 manner of things. The people,
younz and old, are to be educated for
c¢itizenship and thrift, for health ang
morals, for every vocation under the
Sun, and for every need of 8 growing
republic. By correct teaching
our - democraecy ﬂhﬁ%& be democratized; |
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Americe shall be Americanized, and the soh®hs
the nation, the heritage from the Fathers of
Freedom, shall become the proud possession and
source of action of the Sons of Liberty zathered
‘to this their natural home from every corner of
the aarth; The philosophers' stone, the elixir
of life, Utopia--their modern name is education.

It is a mansized job, but the people
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are rig@iﬁszﬂg destiny of the country is in the
(gaiiéfg} the schoolmaster./ It is a staggering

he teacher bvids it s

respongibility, but
courageous welcome. 4 The teachers of the Nation
stand ready, in working clothes, to serve the
present day and generation. When the day of
sccounting comes, as surely it will, the schools

will have done their duty.

Ieaching Must be Made & Profession. The

big job thus assizned to tha_aehanls can be done
well Only if the teachers are well prepared for
the work. The new service demands the best
teaching of which the profession is capable,
that is, professionsl teaching. Taachnr%?ﬁﬁﬁﬁ'f
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prepare for thelr business; they must learn what

to teach and how to tesch. Only those so pre-
pared should be admitted to full standing in the
profession. To train a child for life is
certainly as important as to perform a delicste
surgical operation or to argue a case at law,
and regquires at least equal skill, and should
demand as careful preparation. This applies to
teachers already in the Service, as well =s to
beginners. Those who hold their certificates,
diplomas and other evidences of fitness to teach
must remember that their business, even more than
most other human activities, is changing, and
that only by everlastingly "keeping up" can they
maintain their business on a professional plane.

Value of Tescher Traininzg for Women. ILet

me not be misunderstood. Thousands of young
women tezchers look forward only o' a few years
of teachinz, before undertaking the position of
teacher, manager, and mistress of a household.

These teachers render fine service, and they

in turn are better fittea by their school room
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especially since normal schoole are now includ-

U

ing in their courses of instruufiun gtudies
directly connected with home life snd fitting
women to become scientific experts in child
care and household welfare. However, these
women should be fully prepared for teachins be-
fore they enter upon the business, both for the
sake of the school and of the household. It

is a serious present duty to encourage more
capable, intelligent younz women to qualify
themselves for the teaching profession and to
spend the years between school and marriage in
the professional teaching of our children.

Teachers' Salaries. Ilow, when the na-

tion looks to the school for industrial and

political salvation, is the time to fix & new
scale of teachers' salaries., If the people of
our free republic demsnd that their children--
all of them--shall receive in schools the best
possible training for the wvarious and wariable

duties of citizenship in s demoeracy, they
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professional wages to pr

ﬁléééﬁﬁhall trained

and successfully tested teachers. Teachers
Should explain to school patrons the necessity
of liberal provisions for the maintenance of
8chools, and should feel free to sceept posi-
tions uar&ying salaries most commensurate with
bresent-dsy needs snd responsibilities. A mere
living wage never yet brought happiness into
life, and there is no respectable sentiment
belonging to starvation.

The citizens of Ameries are ready, I am
Sure, a8 soon ss the broper legal machinery can
be set in mﬁtion, to do ample justice to teach-
ers; but, as more commensurate saleries are
paid, more professionsl fitness will be
demanded. Professional recognition of every
kind will come most readily with professional
adequacy.

Heed of Efficient Teaching. 2o THot

over" the job that the country is assigning to
the schools, our teaching must be more.efficient
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‘4nelude the degree to which teaching meets
present peeds. Our children must be trained to
exprese their imborn powers for the good of &
democratic commmity. The rights of each in-
dividual to express himself according to his
gifts has too often been overlooked in making
courseg of gtudy and gelecting text books. The
products of the schools have been largely machine
made instead of hand mede. The attempt 1O stand-
ardige organic life asccording to 8 few patterns
has threatened to destroy our Fation.

Originality and jndividnality must be fostered
by education, glse wWe ghall have 8 colorless
national 1life. The courses of study and other
formalities that often hamper good teaching are
only men made snd ghould be revised %0 meet
p-day's need.

The Danger of Facts. Our sducational

job can be done only if facts, the gods of
many school gyetems, are relegated 1o their

natural place. The teaching prnfassion has
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education. A fa;t, by itself, is cold and
lifeless. True, "knowledge is power": but
our recent struggle with a grim foe has
reminded us that the power of knowledse serves
with equal readiness an aufocracy or a
democracy, an evil purpose or a good one. In
our class work, from the kindergarten to the
graduate school, as shown, for example, by our
antiquated exsminstion methods, we have too
often been led to believe that the teaching
duty were well done if the rupils went out
fortified with facts. Yet it is a commpnplace
among thinking persons, that if knowledge,
alone, is made the end of education, the
educeted man is a frozen thing, as lifeless ss
his facts.

Truth lust Be Applied. Our present
duty requires that truth be taught wiﬁh
reference to its use for human good. The
possession of s loaded gun gives power, but

until we know at whom it is to be aimed, it is
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wonderful how the ¢old fact leaps into warm,
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throbbing life whenever its possible use for
human welfare, materiasl or spiritual, is

brought into view. "The letter killeth, but the
gpirit giveth life." 1In addition, the tesching
of truth throuzh its humsn applications becomes
easy, and the teacher goes at his work with a
new spirit, for he desls with living needs. To-
day, with a world in chaos, when men look ﬁith
faith only into the future, the use that men snd
nations will make of their knowledze is of first
consideration. It was this, that truth should
be used properly in man's behalf, that democracy
battled for, and stands resdy to battle for again.
In American schools, from the beginning to the
end, we must téach the plsce and use of all
knowledge, in a social structure dedicated to
humen zood throuzh equal freedom and equal
rights, unﬁer righteous law. And we shall not
quibble about the relative value of necesssry
tasks. Our knowledze shall be spplied with -
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suits. By staadily teaahing truth in relation
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to the needs znd purposes of our democracy, the
understanding of the spirit of our republie
will issue from the Schools, and ﬁur future
will be securs.

The Test of Americenism. But, even as

it is insufficient to know how to read fluently
or to add figures quickly or to know the motions
of plahatarr and stellar bodies, so it is not
enough to know that such knowledge may be used
for the benefit of man snd his community., oOur
teaching must convince the coming men and women
that it is well, that it is best, to use all
thet they know and have, for the upholding of
the idesls of their country. The resl test of
worthy Americanism is less the possession of
Scholastic acquirements, and more to be filled
with sn understanding love for the free institu-
tions of a land of liberty and to be immersed

in the respect which the people of such a
uuu.utry giﬂ #n the J,nm,wt_:@c,at-h@ majority
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truth end of the use of firuth for our
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g0od is 2 main business of the efficient teacher
of to-day. "With al1l thy zetting, get
understending,”

lleed of Good Men. ILet us not forget,

however, thet good citizens must be good men.
Community contentment is determined by the
existence of a contented membership: and indi-
vidual contentment, unless o Social esnaesthetic
has been administered, is derived from the
ability to fit into the Scheme of life--
man-made and God-made., A life that understandingly
moves onward under the law of the land and the
higher law is happy. Such s life recognizes the
axistence_and immitability of the moral law, for
which a11 other laws have been made, and has
established for itself s satisfyingz, all-embrac-
ing, continunus:}hilcsophy of life. Only those
Who possess such a coherent map of life can

~ compel the presente of the Joy of life, and

become, indeed, safe and worthy citizens of our

country, : st
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bjective of Education.

of America, in placing upon the schools the
burden of protecting the foundations-of democracy
virfually ask us to do a large part of the
natural work of the home and the church. We
must lay bare before our pupils the fundsmentals
of life, so that no future superstructure can
obscure them. The simple virtuss must be taught
and extolled. The laws of morality and the
principles of ethics must be shown to be derived
from the host of universal forces and to be
quite as necessary and unchangeable &8 physical
laws. We must not hesitate to explain that
while the ethical soundness of & people determines
the permenence and character of a people, it is
only by the possession of & relizious faith
that a people becomes redstant to the insidious
disesses of mind end soul. Iives so fortified
are fully worth the living.

In our new teaching the task is not com-

plete until the inner meaning, the soul, of the

thing has been rarg@lgd,‘ﬁo that-we know _ng
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be used at 211, We are emerging from & contest

Wwith a foe who failed to teach the deep meaning
of things, and who believed that compelled
respect for man-made law would win world-wide
8uccess in spite of a national material
philosophy. The soul of Germany shrivelled
and weakened under the traatmeﬁt, until madness
Seized upon the nation, and it became thF
buginess of the world to treat her as one insane,
and, until she recovers, unfitted for the society
of her neighbors.

We must keep ourselves in good health by
the open teaching in our schools of the ever-
lasting, simple, Spiritual t;utha which always
have, slways will, end always should determine -
the righteous course of human action. There ig
no placa in our schools for sectarian teaghing;
but if the aspirations of our liberty loving
fathers shall be realized, we must make rlace

in the schools for the free consideration of the

spiri#nal,lifa!}whinh_invulvea the deep
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towards the !ruechjectiveq:}{eaucatian..
éﬁf%ﬁi:wruns the course of my thoughts:
Education has indeed become the main business
of our republic. The field of educational
service has been broadened immensely. To render
full service to the lNation under the new condi-
tions, teaching must be made more efficient than
ever, which requires first of all adequate
professional trainins for all who undertake to
teach.  Teaching must taske its place by the side
of the other time-honored professions. For such
service the teacher must recelve an adeguate
wage. Then, the efficient teacher for the needs
of our country must teach, with due regard to
individual gifté, facts in relation to man's
needs; must establish within the hearts of the
children a love for the use of truth for the
-upholding and developing of our democracy. The
laws of morality and the necessity of a religion

for every individusl 1ife must he taught to all
m tntur our schools, so that tha mffﬂﬁ%
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A11 this we shall do. In this State we
have already made a brave beginningz. I doubt
‘not that guided by the spirit that made our

. country possible we shall build in this land a
system of education wﬁiah in ite field shall be,

as is our political govermment, a light to all
‘the world.
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